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to Tow, to kindle in you, the Life and Heat of that 


Which is endeavoured here, to be deſcribed won (J | 


per : that you may expreſſe i it, both in your private 


Converſations, and likewiſe in al your Publick Ems | 
s for the (ommon-wealth. That you may, by 
your kindly Influence , effeually encourage all 


Goodneſſe : and by Tertue of your Power and Au- 


thority ( to uſe.the Phraſe of Solomon ) ſcatter 
away all evil with your eye, as the Sun by hi 


. Beams ſcattereth the Miſts and Vapours. Thu 
from you, Judgement may runne dowa like 


Waters, and Righteouſneſle like a mighty 
Stream, t0 1 
after them. 
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ſs hinby we do know that we know 

an we keep by (ommandments. 
| FO: ſaith, know him, and keepeth 
my Gnpnanidmeins, u a har, and 4 
- the «ira not in him, 0 


X &E have much enquiry con. 
1 cerning knowled cin theſe. 
AE latter times. The ſonnes 
Ds, j. of Adam are now as buſle 
- as ever himſelf was, abour 


"ION. "he Tree of gy of good 
by "— 
fn 


ing the. boughs of it, and 
YH roo uninindfull of the Tre of Life 


the fruit : ger [ fear, ma- 
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be ſolitary and untrodden , as if there were Mt, 
bur few that had ariy mind to taſt of the © 
Fruit of it. There be many that ſpeak of | 
new glimpſes, and diſcoverics of Truh,  , 
of dawnings of Goſpel-light, and no att | 
ſtion , but God hath reſerved much of ll | 
| this for the very Evening and Sun-ſ of Wl; 
the World, for i#n the latter dayes knowledy 
ſhall be increaſed : but yet I wiſh we couldin | 
the mean time ſee” that day to dawn , which WM. 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, and thar duy:/tare v MW 
ariſe in mens hearts. T wiſh whileſt wetalk of MW | 
light,and diſpute about truth, we could walk WW. 
more as children of the light. Whereas it 
S. Johns rule be good here in the Text, tha M 
no man truly knows Chriſt, but he that 
keepeth his Commandments ; it is muci 
to be ſuſpected , that many of us which 
pretend to light, have a thick and gloomy WM. 
darkneſſe 'within over-ſpreading our ſouls. 

There be now many large Volumes and: 

Diſcourſes written concerning Chriſt, thou- 

ſands of controyerlies diſcuſſed , inhaite 

problems determined concerning his Div 

nity, Humanity, Union of both together, and 

Whatnot ? ſo-that our. bookiſh Cen 
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'cathaye All: their religion in writings and 


c I papers, think chey are now m_—_—_— fur- 
o! MW nithed with all kind of knowledge concer- 
, MI niog Chriſt ; and when they ſee all their 


© IN leaves lying about them , they think they 
0: haye a goodly. ſtock of knowledge and 
of W ruth, and cannot poſsibly miſle of the 
v MW way co heaven; as 1t Religion were no- 
in i thing but a little Book-craft , a mere 'paper- 
WW id. Bur if S. Johns rule here be good, we 
" W muſt not judge of our knowing of Chriſt, 
f by our.skill in Books and Papers, but by 
k our keeping of his Commandments. And 


it that I fear will diſcover many of us (not- 
i withſtanding all this light ich we boaſt 


of xoand about us) to have nothing but 
ptran darkneſle within upon our hearts. 
he yulgar fort think chat they know 
Chriſt. enough, out of their Creeds ' and 
Catechilmes,” and Confelsions of Faith: 
and if they haye but a- little acquainted 
themſelves with theſe, and like Parrets 
tonned the words of them; they doubt not 
Hur that they are ſufficiently inſtructed in all 
"themyſterics of the Kingdome of Heaven. 


Many of the more learned, if chey can but 
[al B2 _ - wran- 
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wrangle and diſpute about Chriſt, imagin | 


thernlelves to be grown great proficients in 
the School of Chriſt. The greateſt pan gf 
the world ,, whether learned or unlearneq. 
think, that there is no need vf purging and 
poviyu of their hearts , for the right 
knowledge of Chriſt and his Goſpel ; bu 
though their lives be never ſo wicked, 
their hearts never ſo foul within, yer they 
may know Chriſt ſufficiently out of thei 
Treatiſes and Diſcourſes, out of their mere 
Syſtems and Bodies of Divinity , which | 
deny not to be uſefull in a ſubordinae 
yy although our Saviour preſcribeth hus 


Diſciples another method, to come to the: 


right knowledge 


of Divine truths, by do- 


ing of Gods will, he that will do my Father 


will ( faith he) ſhall know of che dofrine whetin i 


'* be of God, He is a true Chriſtian indeed, not 


be that is onely book-taught , bur he that is. 


God-taught . he . that hath an Yn from 


_ theboly one (as our Apoſtle callerh it) that! 


- . 


Pirir of Chriſt within him , that ſearchet 
out the deep things of God : For as 10 a 


teacheth him alk things; he that hath the 


knowet the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit f | | 
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mutt dhich is 171 ham, even ſo the things of God 
kwweth no'man but the Spirit of God. Inke 
and Paper cannever make us Chriſtians, can 
never beget a new nature, a living principle 
in us; can never form Chriſt, or any true no- 
tions of ſpirituall things in our hearts. The 
Goſpel, that new Law which Chriſt deli- 
yered to the world, it is not merely a Letter 
without us, but a quickning Spirit within us. 
Cold Theorems and Maximes, dry and je- 
june Diſputes, lean ſyllogiſticall reaſonings, 
could never yet of themlelyes beger the leaſt 
ple of true heavenly light , the leaſt ſap 
[: ving knowledge in any heart. All this 
44bur'the groping of the poore dark ſpirit 
of 'man after truch, to find it out with his 
own endeavours, and. feel it with his own. 
wid and benummed hands.. Words and ſyl- 
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Ws wt, 
led from within, and awakened into thelif 
of thera. A Painter that would draw a Roſs 
though he may flouriſh ſome likeneſle of i 

in figure and colour, yet he can neyer pain: 
the ſent and fragrancy, or if he would dray 
a Flame, he cannot pur a conſtant heat into 
his colours, he cannot make his penſil drop 

a Sound, as the Echo in the Epigramme 
mocks at him — ft vis ſimilem pingere, pinoe 

fonwn. All the skill of cunning Arrizans and 
Mechanicks, cannot put a principle of Lik 
into a ſtatue of their own making. Neither 
are we able to inclole in words and letters, 
the Life, Soul, and Eſſence of any Spiritual 

truths; & as it were to incorporate it in them, 

Some Philoſophers have determined , that 

4pe1y is not Mx1%y, vertue cannot be taught 
by any certain rules or precepts. Men and 

books may ptopound ſome directions tous, 


that may ſer us in ſuch a way of life and pr 


ice, as in which we ſhall at laſt find it 
within our lelves , and be experimentally ac- 
quainted with it :- but they cannot teach It. 
us like a' Mechanick Art or Trade. No ſure 
ly » there is a ſpirit. m man: and the inſpiration 


the: Aimighty giveth this underſtanding. Bus VM 
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- I ſull-not\ mect with chis ſpiric any where, 
ut inthe way -of Obedience : the know- 
ledge. of:Chriſt , and the keeping of his 
- | Commandments, muſt alwayes go together, 
ro | 2nd be mutuall cauſes of one another. 
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n Hereby we know that we know him. , if we keep 
6 bis Commandments. | 

WM Hethat ſaith , I know him, and keepeth ndt his 
1 Commandments, ts a liar, and the truth is not 
© mhim. REL 
: M IT Come now unto theſe words themſelves, 

;, W 4 which are ſo pregnant , that I ſhall not - 
| W acedto force our any thing at all from them: 


I thall: therefore onely take notice of ſome 
tw obſervations, which drop from them of 
theirown accord, and then conclude with 
lame Application of them to our ſelves. 

++Firſt then, If this be the right way and me- 
thode of diſcovering our knowledge of Chriſt, 
by our keeping of his Commandments; Then we 
muy ſafely draw concluſions concerning our ftate and 
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Ort. Would we know whether we know 
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| Quickſand and it ſhall ſuddenly fink and be 
| ſwallowed up;his bope ſhall be cut off,&5 bis tri 
[hall be a ſpiders web. he ſhall lean upon bs hou, | 
bw it ſhall not ſtand, he ſhall bold it faft but it pul 
net endures. We are:no: where commanded 0 | 
pry | into thele. [ſeerets, but the wholclome | 
counſell and adviſe given us, is this ; to makt 
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4, Chriſtwn non babet ; He that hath not the 
life of. Chriſt in him, he hath nothing but 


the name, nothing but 2 phanſic of Chriſt 
he hath not the ſubſtance of him. He tha 


| builds his houſe upon this foundation , na: 


an airy notion of Chriſt ſwimming in his 
brain, but Chriſt really dwelling and living 


in his heart, as our Saviour himlelf witnel: 


ſeth, he bwildeth his bouſe upon a Rock, and when 


the louds come, and the winds blow, and 
the rain deſcends, and beats upon it, it ſhall 


ſtand impregnably. Bur he that builds all his 


. comfort upon an ungrounded perſwaſion, 


that God, from all eternity hath loved him, 


and abſolutely-decreed him to life and hap. 


Res and ſcekerh not for God really dwel- 
ing in his ſoul, he builds his houſe upona 


ur catlong and eleflion Juree We have no Walſ- 
Tantin Seripture:,.c0, peep into theſc wy 
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ib; to-ſp ell out our names in 
drape Fl wade our. ſelves:thar 
hloted to everlaſting happi- 
Sine foe the image of God, in 
hand true holineſle, ſhaped 
coor everlaſting decree, .15r00 
dazeling'at fs an object for us at firſt to 
| y ning the upon : it is far caſter and ſafer for 
- wee wok upon the Taies of his goodnellc 
| Ya olineſteras' chey are reflected in our 
oWwrncarts ; -and there to. read the mild and 
” F i oh: haraQters of Gods love to us, ' in our 
himi/and our hearty com liance with 
y will : as it is ſafer for us if we 
E the Sunne, to look upon it here 
of water ; then to caſtnp ou 
ſo 'the body of -the: aps it 
I | a; nk 200 radiant and ſcorching for 
he'be ance that any one Can have 
in God, is doubtleſſe the con- 
hin cub to :him; - :Thoſe.divine 
be eyer they be arc altogether 
leand unkaowable by us, they 


iti darkneſſe, and-cor 


yer 
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(10) , 
verdd'in a deep Abyfie ; who is able to fas 
thom: the bottome of them? Let usng! 
therefore make this our firſt attempt to, 
wards God and Religion, to perlwade our 
ſelves ſtrongly of thele everlaſting Dectees; 
for .if at our beſt flight we aime lo high, we 
ſhall bappily but ſcorch our wings, and be 
ſtruck back with lightning, as thoſe Gian 
of old were, that would nceds attempt ty 
invade and aflault heaven. And it is indeed 
a molt Giganticall Eſlay , to thruſt our ſelyg 
ſoboldly into the lap of heaven ; it is the 
pranck of a Nimrod, of a mighty Hunt 
thus rudely to deal with God, and to forge 
heaven and! happineſle before his face whe 
ther. hewillor.no.' | The way to obtain 4 
good affurance indeed of our title to heayen, 
15-aotto clamber.upto it, by a ladder of oil 
ownungrounded perſwaſions ; but to dy 
asJow as:hell by humilicy and felf-denyallig 
-our own hearts and though this may (ci 
to-bethe furtheſt way.abour ; yer it 1 indeed 
 theabereft; landſafeſt way co it, Wemub 


4 


. ©dfddnuwrtgrs and xaneCanſr dic, as the Greek 


Epigramme ſi peaks; ks: aſcend downward,oc deſern 
ward; it we WORE iideed- come ro het 


— — _ ” Ls ww Yoo oo yell, 
nd - 


$ 
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le 


moſt patlan and triumphant cons 
Mhftian riſcth. lafely and ſurely 


| ad there ſtands firmely and 
«W jen our heart is once tuned ins 
in'2 xc Woes with the word of God, 
U 17 rear erfeQly to concurre 


Fas 


will, we ſhal then preſently perceive 


360 cry Abba, Father. We ſhall not then 

[ or peeping into thoſe hidden Records 
<7 Etc uty,: xo: ſce whether our names be 
en there in golden characters : no, we 
tall tc d'a copy of Gods thoughts concer- 
I Tus. Written in our own breaſts. There 
en ay read the characters of his fayour to 
ewe may fecl an inward ſenſe of his 
"= flowing out of our hearty and 
| xd tove to him. And we ſhall be more 
UW we ;bted! eerſwaded of it, then if any of 
tae winged Watchmen above, that are privie 
R o D ſecrets ſhould come & tel us;that 
Raw our names enrolled in thoſe wv- 

vl "nt * Whereas on the contrary; 
"MW eto perſurac our ſelves ne- 

2 


vcr 
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i parfiralion ef « our wi 


Foundation, that lies deep un« 


within "our ſelyes,teach-, 


. - verſoconfidently, that God from all etern;;;* 


ty bach loved us; and elected us to life ang: 
happineſle; 'if we do yet in the mean time 
entertain any iniquity within our hearts, and 
willingly cloſe with any luſt , do what we 
can, we ſhall find many. a cold qualme ever 
' now and then _— - upon Us at ap- 

provideg dangers, an 


our hearts-even to: die within us , and our 
fpirics quite faint away, though we ſtrivets 


raiſe them and recover them never lo much, 
with the wet. Waters and Aqua vite of our. 


own ungrounded noms. The leaſt 


inward luſt willingly continued in, will be. 


like a. worme, fretting the- Gourd of our jol- 
ly confidence, and preſumptuous perſwaſion 
of Gods love, and alwaycs gnawing atthe 
root of it: andthough we ſtrive to keep it 
alive, and continually” beſprinkle it with 
fome dews of our own ; yet it will always 


bedyingand'wichering/in our boſomes.But 
a good Conſcience within, will be alwayss | 

better to Chriftian, then health to his navell, 
it will be an cvcrlaſting | 
2: itwill be ſofter to hum * 
714 HG then ! 


| condiallto: his hea 


when death it ſelf 
all grimly look us in the face, we ſhall fee} 
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#*-dounc., and he may ſleep ſe- 
poRn.it, in the midſt of raging and 


Hobs feas.; when the winds bluſter, . 
the /wayes beat round about him. A 
weeu;h: ff 


& } 
.. 
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*wodeonſtience, is the beſt looking-glaſle of 
"Raven; in which the ſoul may ſec God's - 
1 [and purpoles concerning it, as ſo 


ip; a i 
[hining ſtarres refleted to it. Hereby 
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We kms that we know Chriſt, hereby we kaow that 
Und loves ws; of we keep his Commandments. 


7120 cor aly, If hereby onely we know that 
Know Chriſt, by our keeping his Com- 
- Wnemecnts , Then the knowledge of Chrift doth 


mrit merely in a ſew barren Notions, in a form 


= ,« "> 
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"of eatn dry and Japleſe Opinions. Chriſt came 


* into the world to fil our heads with mere 
=n3yuons . to kindlc a fire of wrangling 
| WEontentious diſpute amongſt us, and to 
{Our ſpirics againſt one another with 
" Wing but angry & pecviſh debates, whilft 
"WS mean time our hearts remain all ice 
lintowards God, aud have nor the'leaſt 

= $2 07 mruc heavenly fire ro melc and thaw 
=: Chriſt came not to poſleſic our 
T foncly wich [ome cold QPINIONS ,. that 
wa -FE3 2 ſend 
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ſend down. nothing: bur a freezing andhe:) 


numMinginfluence upon our hearts, Chiif 


rruteſt pulſe towards heaven, not he whole 


head {pinneth- out the fineſt cobwebs. He | 


that endeayours - really to mortific his luſts, 


and. to comply- with that truth in his life, } 


which his Conſcience is convinced of . is 


necrer a Chriſtian, though he never heard of | 


Chriſt, then he that believes all the vulgar 
Articles of the Chriſtian faith, and plainly 
denyeth Chriſt in his life. Surely, the wayto 


heaven that Chriſt hach caughr ns, is plain 
and; ealic, if we have but honeſt hearts: we 


need not many Criticiſmes, many School 


diſtinions, to come tOA right underſtan- | 
dingof ic./Syrely;Chriſt came not to cnſnare | 


us and intaogle us with captious niceries, 0f 
to _ our: heads with decp ſpeculations, 
and lead ns chrough hard and craggic not- 
ons into the-Kingdome of heaven. I pt&- 
fwade:myfelfcharno man ſhall cver be kept 
our of heaven, for: not comprehending my): 
Recies that were beyond the reach of his ſhal- 
low undeiftanding; if he had bur an hooe! 


all 


was Vite Mazifter, not Scholz : and he is the | 
beſt Chriſtian, whoſe heart bears with th | 


(F) 


: | har was teady to'comply 
7 ſs "=> Seen Say 18t in 
2 w 1IUbofpall aſcend into heaven's that i 18, 
F- ; hr! airs iph achaion to bring down Chciſt 
irom-thence* or, Who ſhall deſcend into the abyſſe 
| #2 that igwith deep ſearching thoug 
wie tch up > Chriſt from thence : but loe, the 
even m thy mouth, and in i thy 
wt. JIt wete not the diſtemper 
of our mes, to ſcare and fright men onely 
Wh” # and make them onelyolict- 
| WF adort the entertaining of this and that 
: = ation, which will not render them any 
the better: in.cheir lives, of the liker un- 
WhIl iri the mean cime/there-is 
"are taken about keeping of Chriſts 
aiments , and being. renewed 
"WShr* 'tninds- according to the image of 
voy; pi ge and true liolincfle, 
the : here is Chriſt ; and Loe ; there 
Ro theſe and theſe opinions ; _—_ 
,"Chriſt- is neither here , 
: pe 4 ahy where: but where the Spirit 
Y.- ng Ari = ere che life of Chriſtis. Do we 
es open and lock up heaven, 


bis key key of this andhavopini: 


on, 
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ſnd down nothing: bur a freezing andhe::} 
umMing influence upon our hearts, Chrig 
wis Vite Mayifter, not Scholz : and he isthe 
beſt Chriſtian, whoſe heart beats with the | 
rrueſt pulſe towards heaven ; not he whole 
head i{pinneth our the fineſt cobwebs, He | 
that endeavonts -really to mortihie his luſts, | 
and to comply: with that truth in his life, | 
which his Conſcience is convinced of , is 
necrer a Chriſtian, though he never heard of 
Chriſt, then he that believes all the vulgar | 
Articles of the Chriſtian faith, and plainly | 
denyeth Chriſt in his lite. Surely, the wayto 
heaven that Chriſt hath caught ns, is plain 
and; eaſic, if. we have but honeſt hearts: we 
need not many Criticiſmes, many School: 
diſtinRions, -'to.come to a right underftan- 
dingof ic./Surely;Chrift came not to cnſnate 
us and intaogle us with captious niceties, of 
to our: heads with deep ſpeculations, 
and lead ns through hard and craggic not- 
ons into 'the'Kingdome- of heaven. | pre 
fwade:my elf charno man ſhall ever be kept 
ou of heaven, for not comprehending my- 
Reties that were beyond the reach of his ſhal- 
low underſtanding; iF he had bur an hou 


all 
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hear, thar was teady to'comply 
"4 Ch p Ks Commandinents. Say 18t in 
bo hall aſcend into heayen'®. has? 18, 
wh ſpeculation to bring down Chiſt 
: or, WFho ſhall deſcend into the aby a2e 
?that igwirh deep ſearching thoug 

fie Chat from thence : bur loe, the 
| þ that. even in thy mouth, and in thy 
bros Bark wiſh, it wete not the diſtemper 
"ef ourtitnes, to _ and fright men onely 
: ons, -and 'make them onelyſolict- 
| [yo the entertaining of this = that 
- Peel Lat i on, erpn will not render them any 


God 7 What 5 ir} the meari time: there-is 
& dfich"tare taken- about keeping of | Chriſfts 
| nandimients and being - renewed 
raw according to the 'image of 
- K W "Hh figliceouſneſſe and truce” kolinefle. 
"be Loe, : here is Chriſt; and Loe , there 
_ WChrift Din theſe and theſe opinions ; wher 
$ leh, "Chriſt- is neither here , 

3 te. ior any where; but where the Siri 
be Ara /ahe the life of CH we 
'S 2 : Choi yes and lock up heaven, 
"00 if Ei be prin key of this andrhacopi 


on, 
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tended for opinzons, ſome darling notions. 


he hath not the right Shibboleth, he hath noe 
the true Watch-word ; he muſt not paſſe the * 
Guards into heaven. Do we not make this 
andthat opinion, this and that outward form;o | 


be the Wedding-garment, and boldly ſentence 


thoſe to outer darknefle,that are not inveſted * 
therewith ?' Whereas every true Chriſtian, | 
Ahnds the leaſt dram/ of hearty affeQtion to- | 
wards: God; to-be more cordiall and ſove- 

#eign to-hisſoul ; then. all the ſpeculative w- | 
£rons ;r: and-. opinions 1n the world : and 


vue Mowitins (AS! 5. Paul ſpeaks) had he a 
(wow!loJye, all tongues-and languages ; yet he pre 


fo 


<> 
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oh of our own according to our ſeyerall fan; * 
Cles aS We pleale ? Andif any one oblerye | 
Chriſts Commandments never ſo luncerely 

and ſerve God, with faith and a pure conſci. 
ence,that yet happely skils not of ſome con. | 


thext-which ische Chymicall Elixer that 
heifeeds: npon:-Had he all faith that be could rt- 


 Atoneiam of Jovs beyond them all. fc 
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Ds feeds upon' mere noti> 
Zi00 , to be but an' ajery and 
E - Chriſtian, He findeth him- 
RE. HOW. erwile rooted - and centred in 
 God;;the when he did before merely con- 
bei eand gaze upon him : he taſteth and 
off heth God within himſelf, he hath quen- 
* mw Japorem Dez, a certain ſavour of him; where- 
j- £0 ore he did but rove and ouelle at ran- 
him. He feeleth himlelf ſafely an- 
dinGod, and will not be diſſwaded 
by - ; though perhaps he skill not many 
of-thole ale lubcleries, which others make the 
ho Omega of their Religion. Nets 
8s ſcared with thoſe childiſh affright- 
mend: 6. with which ſome would force their 
| ;conceits upon him , he is above the 
# ap ertficious dreading of mere ſpeculative 0- 
as well as the ſuperſtitious reve- 


wee ofo ward ceremonies : he cares not 
q for ſubtlety, as for ſoundneſle and 


bh of mind. And indeed, as it was well 
= <1 g by a noble Philoſopher Vw aperns 
kr, that without pony Virtue 

but name: lo it 184s 

Wh an empty wow 


hers, that without obedience to 
D Come 
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(18) 
Commandments, without the life of Clrit 
dwelling in us, whatſoever opinims we e.. 
tertain of him, Chriſt is but onely named by 
us, he 1s not known. I ſpeak not here againf | 
a free and ingenuous enquiry into all Truth 
according to our leverall abilities and oppor. 
runiies, | | plead not for the captivating and 
enthralling of our judgements 'to the Di, 
Etates of men, I do not diſparage the natural 
improvement of our underſtanding faculties 
by-true Knowledge, which is ſo noble and 
gall-nta'perfetion of the mind: but the 
thing which | aime againlt is, the diſpiriting 
of the life and vigour of our Religion, by 
dry ſpeculations, and making it nothing but 
a mere dead ſcheleton of opinions,. a few dry 
bones without any fleſh and finews tycd 
up together ; and the miſplacing of all our | 
zeal upon 'anecaper olcacion of thele, 
which ſhould be {ſpent to better purpole up- 
on. other obje&tz. Knowledge indeed 154 
oo more excellent then riches , out- 
ward pleaſures, | worldly dignities , or 30) 
thing clſc inthe world belides Holinelſe,and 
, the Conformiry'of our wills to the will 0! 
God; but yerour EE conliſterh not 
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Dibutina certain Diviac Temper & Con- 
| | kicut on of:Toul which is farre aboye it: But 
I £547 ic eof that corruption that runneth 
trough humane nature, that we naturally 


- 
* 


A 
+a i 
F) 
ZE 


4 
"4 
q 


# ©, 
2 


xize: Truth; more then Goodneſſe, Know- 
edge, more then Holineſle. We think ita 
palknething to be flutering up to Heaven 
with our wings of Knowledge and Specu- 
lation : whereas the higheſt myſtery of a 
Dimne Life here, and of perte&t Happineſle 
W hecealrer;confiſteth in nothing bur mere O- 
bedience:tothe Divine Will. Happineſle is 
thing but that inward ſweet delight, thac 
wikariſe from the Harmonious agreement 
teimecn our wills and Gods will. There is 
nothing contrary to God in the whole 
weld,” nothing that fights againſt him bur 
will. This:is che ſtrong Caſtle, that we all 
rp garnion'd againſt heaven in cvery one 
ofourhearts, which God continually laycth 
eunto and. ir muſt be conquered and 
hed, beforewie can conquer. heave 


tHYWar by teaſon of this Self-will char Adam. 


6 Abraing-ſtarres, kept not their firſt ſtatl- 
om deopt:down from heaven like Fal-: 
x” ” IS 8---, . 


llinParadiſc ; that thoſe glorious. Angels, . 
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ling Rarres, and ſunk into this condition of © 
birternelle, anxiety , and wretchedneſſe in © 
which now they are. They all Intangled 
themſelves with the length of their OWn 
wings, they would needs will more and. 
therwile then God would will in them: agd 
going about to make their wills wider, and 
to enlarge them into greater amplitude, the 
more they ftrugled , they found themlelye 
the faſter pinioned, & crowded up into nar 
rownelle and lervility ; inſomuch that now 
they are not able to ule any wings at all, but 
inheriting the ſerpents curle, can onely creep 
with their bellies upon the earch. Now our 
onely way to recover God & happines again, 
15 not to foar up with our underſtandings, 
bur to deſtroy this Self-willof ours : and then 
we ſhall find our wings to grow again, ol 
plumes faitly ſpread, & our telves railed aloft 
Into. the free Aire of perfect liberty which 
perfect Happineſſe. There is nothing in the 
whole world'able' to do us good or hun, 
"God'and.our own Will, neither riche 

_ Nor poverty, nor diſgrace nor honour, nt 
ther life nor death, nor Angels nor Diyels; 

bur Willing *6r Not-wilhng as we ought's 
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Should Hell it ſelf ſhoot all its flery darts 
aſt ns, if (our will be right, if ir be'in- 


ſornied by the Divine Will ; they can do'us 
a6 dre; we have then, (if I may ({o ſpeak.) 
«i 4 | , -KE. - , 
anjnchanced Shield that is im never bb ang 
Fillbeare off all. God will nor hurt ns, and | 
cannorhucr us, it we vvill nothing bue 
Vn rG wills: Nay, then we arc acted by 
God-himlſelf, and the whole Divinity low- 
an upon 1s ; and where we have caſhie- 
red this Self-wi// of ours, which did. bur 
thackleand confine our foules, our wills 
hall then become truly free, being widened 
and-enlarged to the extent of Gods own 
will, Hkreby we know that we know Chrift indeed, 
"6h our Speculative Opimons concerning 


him, ut by our keeping of his Commandments. 
7 Thirdly, if hereby we are to judge whe- 
ther ive truly know Chriit, by our keeping of his 
"Commandments , ſothat he that ſaith be knoweth 
"nd keepeth- not his Commandments js 4 tyar 3 

NE! ,. This bas not the Plot and deſugne of the 
Onſet, to give the world an madulgence to fin, upon 
Phat pretence fogver. Though we are t00 prone, 
ſuch miſcoftractions of 1:25 ifGad 
| 11 D; 
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had intended nothing elſe in ic, but to dandy 
our corrupt nature, and contrive a ſmogh 

and caſic way for us to come to happineſſe. | 
þ 


without the toilſome labour of jub« 


ons from all cternity,on ſome particular Pet. 
ſons, in ſucha manner, as that he would re. 
ſalveto love them,and dearly embrace them, 


though he never made them partakers of his 
Image in rightcouſneſle and true holineſſe 


and 'though they ſhould remain underthe 
power of all chair luſts, yet they ſhould ll 
continue his beloved ones, and he would not- 


withſtanding, at laſt bring them undoubred- | 
ly into heaven. Which is nothing elle, burto | 
make the God that we'worſhip , the God of | 
che ACW Teſtament,a aeyowmAna1n, an acceprer | 
of perſons : and one that ſhould encourage ! 


thatin the world. which is diametrally op 


Notions of God unto our ſelyes, by looking 
vpon him through the coloured Medium of out 


” = 


| ung !? 
' our luſts and finfull affections. Or, Asif 45 
Goſpel werc nothing elſe but a Declaration 


ro.the World, of Gods Ingaging his afte&ti.. 


Une co. Gods own Life and Being,Andin- 
Fd. othing 15 more- ordinary, then for us 
oO {hape our ſuch monſtrous and deformed 


+ nes” rs 
oticeorrupt heatts, and having the ve of © 
wr foul tiaFured by the ſuffufions of our 
owt luſts. And therefore, becau le we mor- 
alls canfordh love and hate, and ſometimes, 
wothe very Vices, of thoſe to whom our af- 
e&ions are engaged , and kifle their very 
Deformities; 'we are ſo ready to ſhape out a 
ty like unto our ſelves, and to faſhion 
ourtuch a God,” as will in Chriſt at leaſt hug 
thevery-wickedneſle of the world: andin 
hoſethat be once his own, by I'know not 
at, Ford affection, appropriated to him- 
lf, connive at their very linnes, ſo that they 
ſhallnot make the leaſt breach berwixt him- 
Rfandthem,”: Truly, I know not whether 
ofthe rwo;be the worle Idolatry, and of the 
per ſtain, for a man to make a god our 
ofa piece of wood, and fall down unto it and wor- 
Mp-it, and ſay, Deliver me, for thou art my God, 
&Risexpreſled in the Prophet [/aiah; or to 
ſrop-ſuch an Idol-god of our own Imagt- 
laionasthis is, faſhioned out according to 
theftmilitude'of our own fondneſſe and wic- 
anefle : and when we ſhould paint ot 
God wich the livelieſt Colours, that we cant 
ohibly: borrow from ' any created being, 
NOT. RE - 1 with 
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with the pureſt PerfteRions that wecan hy 
ſtrat from them; to .draw him outthy 
with. the blackeſt Coal of our own cornge 
hears; and to make the very blots and lux: 
of our own ſouls, to be the Letters, which 
we {pell out his name by. Thus doweths 
are Children of the Night, make black an 
ugly repreſentations of God unto our ſehr, 
as the Echiopians were wont to do, copyin 
him our according to our own likeneſle, an 
ſetting, up» that unto our ſelves for agod 
which we love moſt dearly in our ſelys, 
that is, our Luſts. But there is no ſuch Gol 
as this any where in the world, bur onelyin 
fome mens falſe imaginations, who knoi 

Aot all this while, that they look upon then 
| ſelves inſtead of God, and make an ldolt 
themſelves, which they vvorſhip and adoſt 
for him ; being ſo full of themſelves, that 
vvhatſoever they ſee round about them, eel 
God himſelf, they colour vvith their ol 
TinQure : like him that Ariſtotle ſpeaks o, 
that vyhereſoever he vvent, and vyhatloc 
he looked upon, he ſavy ſtill his ovvn {3 
_ Ainaglaſle, repreſented ro bir, And the 

foreicis'no yyonder if men ſeem nar 
410 =. mo 
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aely:2 aff fe fed tovvard ſich es, 
oy bhi ' as:we have now deſcribed, 
tot > Reall God clothed with his 


{ara oper [bares fince it” is nothing 
rap may pt of themſelves, which Narciſſuj- 
In e& fallin love with: no wonder if the 
id dandle ſuch a Baby-eod as this with 
ik elitr! le children, they a drelled up out 
nem cours of their own fond Phancies, 
according to their own likneſle, of purpoſe 
tharthey might. play and ſporc with i it. But 
Goc will ever dwell in ſorleſſe li light, howſo- 
ever W +4 amb him and disfigure himhere 
1 dela will {till be circled about, with 
h1 own raies of unſtained and immaculate 
glory. And though the Goſpel be not God, 
F _ ies in his own Brightneſſe, but God S- 
1d Macked to us, God in a ſtate of Hu- 
Go Ws vi and Condeſcent , as the Sun in a 
_ Dow; yet It 1s nothing elſe but a clear 
dunſported Mirrour of Divine Holineſle, 
woaneſſe, Purity ; in which Attributes lies 
the vi ry "{Þ2 and Eſſence of God himſelf. 
Te C hy is nothing elſe, but God de- 
-mtro the World in Our Form , and 


Dr a g with as in our likeneſle; that he 
might. 


make us partakers of his Divine Form. @n; 
yore diypwares (as Athanaſius ſpeaks) ta jud; 
. ea] Frome, Gol was therefore incarnated and 
made man,that he might Deifie us, that is , ( az 
S. Peter expreſleth it ) make us partakeys of the 
Diyme nature.Now,l lay,the very properCha. 
rater, and Effentiall Tincture of God him, 
(elf, is nothing elſe but Goodneſſe. Nay, I may 
be bold roadde, ThayGod is therefore God, 


becaule he is the higheſt and moſt perk 


Good: and Good is not theretore Good be- 


canſe God out of an arbitrary will of his, 


would have it ſo. Whatſoever God dothin 
the World, he doth it as ic is ſuicable to the 


higheſt Goodneſle ; the firſt Idea, and tairelt; 
Copy of which is his own Eſſence. Vertte 
and Holinefſe in creatures, as Plato well di. 
{courſeth in his Euthyphro, are not therefor 
Good , becauſe Ged loveth :them, and will 
have them be accounted ſuch , bur rather, | 
God there ore lover them” becauſe they are * 
m themſelves ſimply good. "Some oft our. 
own Authors, go a lictle further yer, and ell. 


ts. that God doth not fondly love himſelf, 


BAR he is himſelf,” but therefore be loyerh 


4 


hos and draw us up to God , and © 


him-: 
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Fbecauſe' he is the bigheſt and moſt 
Foanbeſſe :: lo that if there could be 


* 


*#p;thingin the world better then God, God 
* wolldfove that better then bimaſelt : bur be- 
Lane heis Eſſentially the moſt perfe&t Good, 
tlegefore he cannoc but love his own -g00d- 


# 6 iokinicely above all other things. And 


t8-another/ miftake which ſometimes we 


» 7; 


kaye'of by —_ him out according 
tothe Model of our 


ix . 
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lves, when we make 

but! a blind, dark, impetuous 

winning through the world ; ſuch as 
Feives are turiouſly acted with, - that 


ave nor” the "Ballaſt of abſolute goodneſSe to 
, Ole! ad fertle us. Thar I may therefore 
nenearer to the thing in hand : God who 
#Bpiare goodnefſe, cannot love any of his 


_ 


Vieatures - & take pleaſure in them, without 
wing a communication of his Good- 
itand Likenefſe upon them. God canngt; 
how: Ke Bc ſpel, to promiſe men Lite & Hap 
Paeliehereafter, wichout being 7 egencrated, 6 
Miareakers bf bis bolneſſe As ſoon may 
Marenand: Hell, be reconciled together,and 


"YON 

. * a why jp , p- 5 

[ently ſhake bands with one another ; 
ne, 


| be fondly indulgent co any in | 
" of42 in 
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(28) 
in whomſoeverit be. As loon may Liphe 
. and Darkneſſe be eſpouſed together, ang 
Mid-night be married to the Noon-day , x | 
_ God cam be-joyned in a league of friendſhiy, | 
| toany wicked Soul. | 
The great Deſigne of God in the Goſpe, 
15 to clear up this Miſt of Sin and Corrupti- 
on, which we are here ſurrounded vyith; ! 
and to bring up his creatures, out of the ſhz 
dow of death, to the Region of Light above, the 
Land of Truth and Holineſle. The grea | 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, is to eſtabliſh a Gol. | 
. like frame and diſpoſition of ſpirir, which | 
_conſiſts in Righteouſneſse and true Holi 
neſie, in the hearts of men. And Chrilt,: 
who is the great and mighty Saviour, he 
came on purpoſe into the World ; not onely. 
to ſave us from Fire and Brimitone, bur alloto: 
fave us from our: Sins,. Chriſt hath thereior 
made an Expiation of our fins, by his death 
' upon the Crofle, that we being thus deliver 
out of the hands of theſe our greateſt enemi, 
might ſerve God without fear, in holmeſſe and righ 
teouſneſſe before him, all the dayes of our life, Tu 
grace of God that bringeth ſalvation;hach therelore 
appeared to-all men, in the Goſpel, that it wage 
-- bt 
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lineſſe and worldly Iufts, and 


# '» 7 K ud live ſoberly, r1ohteouſly, and godlily im 
this preſent world : looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
 glirious appearing of the great God, andeur Savi- 
"or Feſus Chrift ; who gave himſelf for us, that he 
| "ht redeem us from all iniquity, and purifie unto 
- himſelf a peculiar people, Zealous of good works. 
Theft things I'write unto you ( faith our Apoſtle 
hitele before my text )' that you ſinne not : 
 thereirexpreſsing the end of the whole Go- 
ſpe; which is, not onely to cover ſane, by 
ſpreading the/ Purple Robe of Chritts death 
andfofferings over it, whilſt it ſtill remain- 
1 «hin us with all its filth and noiſomneſle. 
I iiremoved , but allo, to convey a power- 
Man mighty Spirit of holineſle, to cleanſe 
; $,and- ree us from it. And this is a greater 
"Fac of Gods to us, then the former, which 
Rifps both together in the Goſpel ; beſides 
thefree remiſcion and pardon of finne inthe 
blog oY Chrif, the delivering of us from the 
Power of- finne, by the Spirit of ( hriſt dwel- 
Ing inoorhearts. Chriſt' came not into the 
3 , "> Rep | 
World" onely, to -caſta Mantle over us, and 
- tide all our filcby ſores, from Gods aven- 
=p ey& with his merits and rightcouſneſſe; 


but he came likewiſe, to be a Chirurgeq, © 
*2nd Phyſitian of ſouls, to free us "hes 
flch and corruption of them , which is more | 
grievous and bturdenſome, more noyſometg 
a true. Chriſtian, then the guilt of ſine 
ſelf : Should 2 poore wretched, and diſcaſed. 
cxeature, that is full of ſores and ulcers, be 
covered all over wich Purple, or clothed 
with Scarlet,, he would take bur little con- 
tentment In it,whileſt his ſores, and wounds, / 
remain upon him : and he had much rather 
be rajed in rags, ſo he might obrain but 
loundneſle and health within. The Golpel | 
1s a true Betbeſda, a pool of Grace, where ſuch 
poore, lame,and infirme creatures, as we are, 
upon the moving of Gods ſpirir init, may / 
deſcend down, nat onely to waſh our skin 
and qutſide, butalſo to be cured of our dil- 
cales within. And what ever the world 
thinks, there is a powerfull Spirit that moves 
' Upon thele waters, the waters of the Golpel, 
for chis new Creation, the Regeneration of 
fouls; the, very ſame. Spirit, char once moved 
| Upan the waters of the univerſe at the firſt 
Creation, and. ſpreading ics mighty wings | 
| ve them, did Noth the new-born World 
* .2Uq | 
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into 


C4 
othisperfection : I fay, the fame Amighry 
ſpinzob Chriſt, ftill wotketh in the Golpel, 
ſpreading; its gentle, healing , quickening 
wings, over our fouls. The Goſpel, is nor 
like Abana and Pharphar, thoſe common Ri- 
vers of, Damaſcus, that could onely cleanſe 
theourſde;; bur it is a true Fordan, in which | 
ſach leprouſe Naamans, as we all are, may 
Waſh" and-be clean. Bleſſed indeed are they, 
whoſe priquittes are forgiven, and whoſe ſinnes are = 
wyered ; BleſSed is the man to whom the Lord will 
wot impute” fine ; buc yer, rather Bleſſed are 
they,whole finnes are removed like a Mor- 
w-doud, and quite taken away from them: 
thrice blefled, are they, that hunger and 
ofter righteouſneſſe, for they ſhall be ſatisft- 
red are the pure in heart for they ſhall ſee 
r Saviour Chriſt came ( as Fohn the 
Foe tells: us) with a Fan i his _ = 
nemioht throughly purge his floore and gather his 
; ” opt bis Ss = fn haff he will burn 
W, Wlh.wngquenchable fire. He came (as the 
rrophet Malachy ſpeaks ) like a Refiners fire, 
 axdtike Fodlers ſop ; to fit as a Refiner and Purifier 
| fi , and to parifie all the ſomes of Le- 
diam pnrye them as gold and liver, that they 
abt E 4 may 
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may offer imntothe Lord an offering inrightemjuſy 
Chrift came not onely, to write Hilmeſe 
the Lord ypon Aarons forehead, and to putt hig 


Urim and Thummim upon his Breaſt-plate bit 


This is the Covenant, ſaith the Lord, that [-yil 
make with them in thoſe dayes , I will put my Lay 


mto their mward parts, and Write it in their bearts | 


and then I will be their God, and they ſhall be " 


people : they ſhall be all Kings and Prieits uh 


me. God ſent his own ſonne ( laith S'. Paul )n 


the likeneſse of ſinful fleſh, and by a ſacrifice fur 


June, condemned finne in the fleſh © that the rights 
ouſneſse of the Law might be fulfilled in us, wi 


alk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. The 


firit Adam, as the Scripture tells us, brought 


ina reall defilement, which like a noilome 


z 


Leprofie, hath overſpread all mankind: 


and therefore the ſecond Adam mult not onelf 


All che World with a conceit, of Holinelle 
and meer Imaginary Rightcouſneſle ; but be 


muſt really convey, ſich an immortal! ſeed of: 
Grace into the hearts of true Believers, % 
may.prevaile ſtill more and more in them, 
till it have at laſt; quite wrought out thi 


t- Chriſt, chat was 10 
'S ing; but Diviny' dwelling ina ” .. 
Daft Sie can, 


anion of the Serpen 


- —_ xv 


C Y 


» OS EY he Oe es OTE 
_ — 


6 = 7 — 
o _ 
We —_ wy " 
> - 4 
F E5 
- 3 th > P — a« 


fo PF 2 *® + , 4 : a v «1 g# , n 
et hu a5, & a6 © ARES ns FTIR 
«<> IS, = ys «. - S o % 6 . . . = o l \ F 0.49 - S 
% $a *& 0 » > ” ; S ” * + -" , - OD 
| "ay: 7 Lac : | : * , - . 
EO." | 0 ER. We . , 
+3; & bY 4 IS 
5 £ > IE. 
ba , 


. = —4 £s * # 
"2x"; ES FY % 
v4, —PoRay f : 
x A - "et 
o M % 


##/nd"Goc himſelf immediatly ating a 
mane narure; he came into the World to. 
Updle here chat Dive life amongſt men, 
F ihich is __ dearer unto God, then any 
thingelſc 'whatlocver inthe W orld; and to 
copagate this -Celeſtiall fire , from one 
heartftillunto another, untill the end of the 
World. Neither is he, or was he ever abſent 
from this 'Spark of his Divinity, kindled 
amongſt men, whereſoever it be, though he 
em bodily to be withdrawn. from us. He 
vthe ſtanding, conſtant, inexhauſted Foun- | 
tain, of this divine Light and Heart ; thar ſtill 
toucherh every ſoul tha is enlivencd by ir, 
withan our-ftretched Ray, and freely lends 
Beams, and diſperſcth. his influenceto all, 
| fom"the beginning of the World to the end 
oFit. We all receive of his fulneſse, grace for 
Fa; as all the Starres in heaven, are ſaid to 
dyke their Candles at the Suns flame. For 
Eouph his body be withdrawn from us, yet 
bythe lively and virtual Contatt of his Spas, 
he is alwayes kindling, cheering, 'quicken- 
4  wartming, enlivening hearts. Nay, this 
Divine life begun and kindled in any heart, 
wreloever 1 be, 1s ſomething of God in fleſh b 
F ang 
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and, it a fober and qualified lence, Divinity | 
incarnate ,and all particular Chriſtians thy Wl þ 
are really poflefled of is, fo many Myical 
(brifts. And God forbid , that Gods opy 
Lifeand Nature here in the World, ſhould be 
fortorn, forſaken, and abandoned of God 
himſelf. Certainly, wherc-ever itis, though 
never ſo little, hike a ſweet, young, tender 
Babe, once born.in any heart ; when it cricth 
onto God the father of it, with pitifull and MW 
bemoning looks imploring his compaſsion; 
it caanot chuſe but moye his fatherly bowel 
and make then yerne, and turn towards 8, 
and by ftrong lympathy, draw his compal- 
ltonate arm to = and relieveit. Neve: 

Was any tender Infant, fo dear to thoſe Bow: | 
ls thar begat ic, as an Infant new-bont 
Chriſt, formed m the heart of any true belicyer, 

_- to God the. father of it. Shall the children of 
| this Worlg, the Jones of darkneſſe, be moved 
with ſuch render affection, and compalsion, W 
cowards the fruit of their bodics, their ow i ; 
Naturall ottpring , and ſhall God who 15 the | 

| Father of lights, the fountain of all goodnelle, 
be moved with no compalſcion towards Is 
tnx Spicimall Offpring, and have no regatd 

O16 » | [0 
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iba Geez Babe of Light ingendeved by 
his own beams in mens hearts, that in their 
loyely countenances, bear the reſemblance 
of his own face, and call him their father ? 
$Shall he ſee them lic fainting, and gaſping, 
aaddying herein the World, for want of- 
nothing to preſerve and keep them, bur an 
e from him, who firſt gavethem life 
and breath ? No ; hear the language of Gods 
WI heart, heare the ſounding of his bowels towards 
them: {5 it Ephraim my dear ſonne ? Is it that 
Wl plecſant child * fance T ſpake of him I do earneſtly re- 
wenber him, my bowels, ry bowels aye troubled 
for bim, I will ſurely have mercy upon him, ' ſaith 
| the Lord, If thoſe expreſsions of goodneſle 
and tender affection here amongſt creatures, 
de but drops of that. full Ocean that is in 
Ged; how can we then imagine, that this 
Farr of our ſpirits, ſhould have fo little re- 
gard to his own dear Offpring, I do not la 
ourfouls, bur that which is the very Lite 
and Soul of our ſouls, the Life of God in us ; 
Which is nothing cl{e but Gods own Selt 
communicated to us, his own Sonne born 
|Mearbearts; as that he ſhould ſuffer itco be 
 Gielly/nucdered in its Þifancy by our _— 
_ F 2 al 
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- andlike young Hercules in its very cradle tobs 


ſtrangled by thoſe filchy vipers;that he ſhould 
ſee him to be crucified by wicked Lujts,nil 
ed faſt to the croſle by invincible Corrypting, 
pierced and gored on every {ide wit the 
- poiſoned ſpears of the Devils temprating, 
and art laſt to give up the Ghoſt, and yet 
his tender heart not at all relent, nor be 
all this while impalſSionated with (o {ada 
ſpeRacle ? Surely, we cannot think he hath 
fick an adamantine breait, ſuch a flinty nature 
as this is. What then ? muſt we lay tha 
though indeed he be willing, yer he 1snot 
able; to reſcue his crucified and tormented 
Some, now bleeding upon the crolle; to 


take him down from thence and ave him 


"Then muſt Sinne be more powerfull then * 


God : thar weak, craſie, and {ickly thing 
more ſtrong then the Rock of ages : and the 
Devil the Prince of Darknefle, more migh- 
. ty, then the God of Light. No lurely, there 
is a weakneſle and imporency in all Evil, 
maſculine ſtrength and vigour in all Good- 
nefle : and therefore doubtleſſe the High!i 
Good, the wyaler G3af)y as the Philoſopner 
call he 1s the ſtrongeſt thing in the World 
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Nil-potentins Summo Bono. Gods Puwey di- 
ſplaed inthe World, is nothing but his 
Gudreſſe Rrongly reaching.?11 things, -from 
heighth to depth, from the higheſt Heaven,to 
the loweſt Hell : and urrefiſtibly imparting 
ir ſelf to every thing, according to thole le- 
verall degrees in which it is capable of ir. 
Have the Fiends of Darkneſle then, thoſe 
oore forlorn ſpirits, that are fertered and 
Picked up in the Chaines of their own wick- 
ednefle, any ftrength to withſtand the force 
of infinite Goodneſse, which is infinite Power ? 
of do they not rather skulk in holes of dark- 
nefle, and flic like Bats and Owls, before the 
Minochiog beams of this Sun of Righteou!- 
nelie'? 15 God powerfull to kill and to de- 
roy, to damne and totorment, and is he 
fot powerfull to ſave ? Nay, it is the {weeteft 
| Hower in all the Garland of his Attributes, it 
Is the richeſt Diamond in his Crown of Glo- 
ry, that he is Mighty to ſave : and this is farre 
more magnificent tor him, then to be ſtiled 
 Myhty to deſtroy. For that, except it be in the 
Way of Juſtice ; ſpeaks no Power at all, bur 
Mere Impotency, for the Root of all Power, 
i#:Coodnefſe.Or muſt we ſay laſtly,that God 


___—————_ 
indeed is able to reſcue us out of thePoye, WY , 

of finne & Satan, when we ſigh & Proneto. 
wards him, butyet ſometimes to exerciſehi; | 
abſolute Authority, his uncontrollableDomi. 
nion, he delights rather 1n plunging wretched 
ſouls down into infernall Night, & everlaſt 
ing Darkneſſc? What ſhall we then make the 
God of the whole World?Nothing bu a cry. 
ell and drcadfull Arynnis , with: curled fiery 
Snakes about his head, and Firebrands in his 
hands, thus governing the World ? Surely 
this will make us either ſecretly to think, 
that there is no God at all in the World, 
it he muſt needs be fuch, or elſe to wiſh 
heartily, there were none. But doubtleſle 
God will atlaft, confuce all theſe our Map 
benfions of him, he will unmask our 
iticall pretences, and clearly calt the 
ſhame of all our ſfinfull Deficiencies, upon 
_ our ſelyes,and vindicate his own Glory from 
receiving the leaſt tain or blemiſh by them. 

la the mean time, lt us know, that the Go- 
La now requireth, far more of us, then cver 
Law did ; for it xequireth a New Creature, 


_ a:Davne Nature, Chriſt formed in us : but yt 
Withall,'ir boftowtth a quickening Spirit, 21 


enlivenmg 
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lym Pewer,to inable us, to expreſle that, 
Fhich 15 required of us. Wholoeyer there- 
fore exulykrows ( brit, the ſame allo keepeth 
(brite Commandments. But, he that ſaith, 1 
know him,” and keepeth not his Commandments, be is 
4 liar, and the truth is not in him. | 


| Have now done with the Firſt part of my 
Diſcourſe, concerning thoſe 0bſervations, : 
which ariſe naturally from the Words, and 
offer themſelyes to us : I ſhall in the next 
place, proceed to make ſome generall Appli- 


cation of them, all together. - 


Ow therefore, I beſeech you, Let-us- 
a 4 conhder, whether or no we know 
 Oniftindeed : Not by our acquaintance with 
Stems and Maodells of Divimty ; noe by our 
ill in Books and Papers - but by our een 
of Crifts (ammandments. All the Books an 
Witings which we converſe with, they can 
ue tepreſenc [pirituall ObjeRs to our undere 
dings ; which yet we can never {ec 1 
their own true Figure, Colour, and Propot- 
b9n, untill we: have a Divine light withun, to 
irrradiats,. 
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there be never ſuch excellent truths concer. 


Scriptures: it is but the, Fleſh, and Boh, of 
.* "Divine Truths, that is printed upon Paper; | 


-yons of knowledge, that bury and entomve 
TFruchs, in the Living Sepulchres of their 


; them. Bur there is a Soul, and Spirit of divine 


irradiate, and ſhine upon them, Though | 


ning Chriſt, and his Goſpel, ſet down in W® 
words and letters ; yet they will be bur un. 

known Characters to us, untill we haye 4 
Living ſpirit within us, that can decypher 
them : uncill the ſame Spirit, by ſecret Whiſ: 
pers in our hearts, do comment upon them, 


p, 


which did at firſt endite them. There be mz. 
ny that underſtand, the Greek and Hebrew 
of the Scripture, the Originall Languages in 
which the Text was written, that never un- | 
derſtood the Language of the ſpirit. Theres 
a (aro anda Spiritus, a Fleſh and a Spirt, 1 
Bodie and a Soul, in all the writings of the | 


which many Moths of Books and Libraries, 
do-ogely feed upon ; many Walking Schele- 


fouls, do onely converle with: ſuch as nevet | 


did anything elſe, but pick ar the merc Bark | 


þ, 


and Rind © Truths, and crack the Shels of 


Truths chat could never yet be congealotlh 
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ke, that could never be [blotted ypon 
Paper, which ' by a ſecret traduction and 
conveiance,paſleth from one Soul unto ano- 
ther;being able to dwell and lodge no where, 
burin a Spiritual! being, ina Living thing ; 
becauſe it (elf is nothing but Life and Spiriz. 
Neicher can it, where indeed it is, exprele ic 
af ſafficiently in Words and Sounds, bur it 
will beſt declare and ſpeak it [elt in Actions : 
2 the old manner of writing 'among the 
"Pans was, not by Words, but Things. 
The Life of divine Truths, is better ws? 
InAﬀtions then in Words, becauſe Actions 
are more Living things, then words ; Words, 
wenothing but the dead Reſemblances, and 
Pictures of thoſe Truchs, which live and 
irathin Actions : and the Kingdome of God 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) conſifteth not in 
Fad, butin Life, and Power. Ta apiCam,'y 
ih Giporres Tis woe Ean{xvbe moor Wares 
(faith the Morall Philoſopher ) 24 Thus 
wade . tors Te {acre X Epiov te Pepea C Jana 
ep do not come, and bring their Fodder 
F i 'Ohepheard, . and [hew him how much they 
Ut; but inwardly concofting and digeiting it, they 


Wake it appear, by the Fleece which they wear upon 
SOC 38. | G their 
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__ wemuſt know allo what he hath done 10! 


| Nothing is truly Ours, but whart lives 18 00 C 


their backs, «nd by the Malke Which they vive, And = 
let not us Chriſtians afte& onely to 11, M*; 
and diſpute of Chriſt, and fo meaſure oi; 


| knowled e of him by our words; but lee 
ſhew wm Y 00pm {4c TL) Team mo ina, Iif 
our knowledge concotted into our lives andiiſ,ce 


ations; and then let us really manifeſt thy 
we are Chriſts Sheep indeed, that we are hi 
Diſciples, by.that Fleece of Holineſſe, which 
we wear, and by the Fruits that we day 
yield in our lives and converſations : toro 
herein ( ſaich Chriſt ) is my Father glorified, thaall 
ye bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſcip.Wou 
Let us not ( I beſeech you ) judge of outMijj 
knowing ( brift, by our ungrounded Perſwal-Whbe 
ons that Chriſt from all Erernity hath loved Mm 


- us, and given himſelf particularly for Us, Mig! 


without the Conformity of our lives 0 Wir: 
Chrifts Commandments ; Without che real 
proving of the Image of Chriſt in out 
hearts, The great Myſtcric of the Golpel,1 
doth not lie onely in C hriſt without us,(chough 


us ) but the very Pich -and Kernel of it,cor 
in Chriſt inwardly formed in our heats.) 


Spirits, 


<0 rac 33 wy” T 
[1 , ny w Fx 7 »" as oq A 
Bl” WW. , 
: », Sc Re 
as $5: . 
a $ x ff 7 : * 
af 4 DE "Eo © 
rs Ea Ee id 


plies, Salvation it ſelf cannot ſave us,as long 
+ it s oncly without us , no more then 
Hath-can cure us, * and make us ſound, 
rhen it-i5 not within us, but ſomewhere ar 
iftance from us ; no more then Arts and Sci- 
wes, Whilſt they lie onely in Books and Pa* 
ers without us; can make us learned. The 
zel, chough it be a Sovereigne and Medi- 
ln llthing in it ſelf, yet the mere knowing 
and believing of the hiſtory of it, will do us 
nogood : we can receive no vertue from it, 
ul ic be inwardly digeſted & concocted into 
ur ſouls ; till ir be made Ours,and become a 
Iving thing in our hearts. The Goſpel, if it 
be onely without us, - cannot ſave us; no 
morethen that Phyſicians Bill,could cure rhe 
norant Patient of his diſcale, who, when 
It was commended to him, took the Paper 
onely, and put it up in his pocker, but never 
drunk the Potion that was prelcribed in Its 
All that Chriſt did for us in the fleſh, when 
hewas here upon earth ; From his lying in 
ys when he was born in Bethlehem, 
his bleeding upon the Croſſe on Golgotha ; '# 
t willnot fave us from- our finnes, unleſle 1 
Chiiſt by his Spirit dwell in us. [Ic will not j 
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ce 
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avail us, to believe that he was born of 4 
 « Virgin, unleſle the power of the m1 High over. 
ſhadow our hearts; and beget him therelike. 
wiſe. Ic will norprofic us, to believethxho 
died upon the Cro,se for us ; unleſſe we hy 
baptized into his death, by the Mortification of 
all our luſts,unleſle the old man of ſinne be crys 
fied in our hearts:Chrilt indeed hath made x 
Expiation for our finnes upon his Crolle,and 
the Bloud of Chriſt is the onely ſovercig 
Ballameto free us from the guilt ofthem: 
bur yer beſides rhe ſprinkling of the bloud of 
Chriſt upon us, we muſt be made partake 
allo of his ſpirit. Chriſt came into the Wo1ld, 
as well to redeem us from the power and 
bondage of our ſinnes, as to free us from the 
our of them. You know ( ſaith S. Jobn) thi 
'e Was manifeſted, to take away our ſuns ; Wir 
ſoever therefore abideth in him, ſunneth nor, Who/t- 
ever ſ[mneth, hath not ſeen nor known him. Lot 
the end of Chriſts coming, into the World, 
Loe a deligne worthy of God manifeited 1 the 
fleſh. Chriſt did not take all thole paines;t0 
lay alide his Robes of Glory, and come 
down hither into the World ; to enter into 
Virgins: wombe; to be born in our humane 
I 1hape, 


ſhape, and be laid a poore crying infant in a 


er; & having no form nor comlineſſe at all 


upon him, to rake upon; him the Form of 


ſervant ; to undergo a reprochfull and igno- 
minious life, and at laſt ro be abandoned to 
a ſhamefull death, a death upon the Crofle, 
 Iſay, he did not do all this, merely to bring 
in a Notion into the World, without produ- 
ding any reall and ſubſtantiall effect art all, 
without the changing, mending, and refor- 
ming of the World : {o that men ſhould ſtill 
be as wicked as they were before, and as 
| much under the power of the Prince of 
Darknefle; onely, they ſhould not be thought 
fo: they ſhould ſill remain as full of all the 
filchy ores,of finne & corruption as before , 
onely, they ſhould be accounted Whole. Shall 
God come down from heaven, & pitch a Ta- 
bernacle amongſt men?Shall he un dertake Juch 
a bnge Deſigne, and make ſo great a nole of 
doing ſomething, which, when it 1s all ſum- 
med up, ſhall not at laſt amount to a Reality? 
Surely, Chriſt did not undergo all this to 10 

little Purpole , he would not take all this 

paines for us, that he might be able ac laſt, ro 


| Pitinto our hands,nothing but a Blanck- He 
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(46) 
was with child, he as in pain and travel, and 
hath he brought forth nothing but wind, hath he 
been delivered of the Eaſtwmd ?Is that oreat 
deligne that was ſo long carried in thy 
Wombe of Eternity, now proved aboriye, 
or elſe nothing but a mere windy birth ? Ng 
ſurely, The end of the Goſpel. is Life and 
Perfeftion, tis a Divine nature, *tiS a Godlike 
frame and diſpolition of {pirit;'tis ro niake us 
| partakers of LA Image of God in Righteoul: | 
nefſe and' true Holinefſe, without which, 
Salvation it ſelf were but a Notion. Chrilt 
came indeed into the World, to make an Ex- 
plation and Atonement for our ſ1nnes, but | 
the end of this was, that we might elchew 
ſinne, that we might forſake all unzodlineſſ 
and worldly luits. T he Goſpel declares pardon 
of ſ1nne to thoſe, that are heavy laden with it, 
and willing to be disburdened, to this end, 
that & might quicken and cnliven us tone. 
| obedience. Whereas otherwiſe, the Guilt ot 
finne might have detained us in horrourand 

 defpair,and ſo have kept us (till more ſtrong? 
| ly under the Power ot it, in ſad and dilmall 
apprehenſions of Gods wrath provcked 
againſt us, and inevitably falling on " I 
ways FI | y 


—— —— 


— 
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* Chriſt harh now appeared, like a Day-ſtarre 
with moſt cheertull beames, nay, he is the 
 Sunof RighteouſneſSe bimſelf , which hath ri- 
| Fen upon the World with his healing wings, 
- with. his exhilarating light, that he might 
chaſe away all thoſe black dceſpairing 
thoughts from us. But Chriſt did not riſe, 
«that we ſhould play, and ſport, and wanto- 
nize with his light ; but that we ſhould do 
the works of the day in it : that we ſhould 
walk wamues ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) not 
in our N#gbteclothes of fintull Detormity, but 
clad all over with the comely Garments of 
_— "The Goſpel is nor big with child of a 
* Thancie, of a mere Conceit of rightcoulneſſe 
without us, hanging at diſtance over us ; 
whilſt our hearts within, are nothing but 
in of unclean birds, and like Houles conti- 
* ally haunted: with Devils, nay the very 
| Eo oons of thoſe Fiends of Darknelle. 
_Holinefſe , is the beſt thing, that God 
himſelf can beſtow upon us, either in 
this World, or the World to come. 
True Evangelical! Holineſſe, that 1s, Chriſt 
farmed inthe hearts ot believers, is the very. 


Cream, and Quinteſſence of the Pape - 
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And wete our hearts ſound within; were | 


there not many thick and dark fumes, thar 
did ariſe from thence, and cloud our under- 
ſtandings, we could not calily conceive the 
ſubſtance of Heaven it lelf, ro be any thing 
elſe but Holineſſe, freed from thoſe encum- 
brances, that did ever clog it, and accloy it 
here ; neither ſhould we wiſh tor any other 
Heaven, belides this. But many of usare 
like thoſe Children, whole Stomacks are ſo 
vitiated by ſome diſcaſe, that they think, 
Aſhes, Coal, Mudwoall, or any ſuch traſh, to 
be more pleaſant, then the moſt wholeſome 
food : ſuch ſickly and diſtempered Appetites 
haye we about theſe ſpirituall things, that 
hanker after | know not what vain ſhews 
of happineſle, whilſt in the mean time we 
neglect that which is the onely true food of 
our ſouls, that is able ſolidly to nouriſh 
| them upto everlaſting life. Grace 1s Holineſſe 
Militant, Holineſle encumbred with many 
| enemies and difficulcies, which ir (till fights 

againſt, and  manfully quits it (elf of : and 
Glory is nothing ell; © bur Holineſſe Triumphant; 
Holineſle with a Palme of Victoric in he 
hand , and a Crown upon her head, Deus 


hs pſe, 
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have: ſuch low, abject, and begoerly 
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low up and down an airy ?.bble 0 
hancics, which riſcth our of che 
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Whos - an ſug; bonitate, quatenus extra ms 
t Zn: f £1 -we beatum, [ed quatenus in me eſt: 
6 hanſelf cannot make me happy, if he be onely 
' pichaut- we ; and waleſſe he give in a participation 

{ honſelf, and his own likeneſſe into my ſoul. 
lppin le is nothing, but the releaſing and 


this 1s the lame thing that we call Holineſle. 
pt ©, becauſe we our lelyes are lo little ac- 
Juanted with ; being for the moſt parc ever 
courting a mere Shadow of it, therefore we 


CON- 


cischereof ; whereas it is in ic ſelt, the moſt 
00 bergicall, and generous thing in che 
Id. : For, I mean by Holineſle, nothing 
ut God /lamped, 8 printed upon che Soul. 
And we may pleaſe our ſelves, with what 
Melts We will ; bur ſo long as weare void 
Oithis. weda bur dream of heaven, and, | 
Salk. nar. what, fond Paradiſe - WE 2 bur 

our 


froth 
af. 


(50) 
of our vain hearts ; we do but court a pine 
Heaven , and woo happineſle in a Pity: 
whilſt in the mean time,a true and reall Hell 
will ſuck in our ſouls into it, and ſoon make 
us ſenſible of a ſolid Woe,and ſubitantiall miſery, 
Divine wiſdome , hath fo ordered the 
frame of the whole Univerſe, as that every 
thing ſhonld have a certain proper Placethar 
ſhould be a Receptacle for it. Hell is the 
Sinke of all ſinne and+ wickedneſfe. The 
ſtrong Magick of Nature, pulls and draws 
every thing continually, to that place which 
is ſuitable to it, and to which it doth belong, 
foall theſe heavy bodies preſſe downwards, 
| towards the Centre of our earth, being 
drawn in by it : In like manner Hell where: 
 foever it is, will by ſtrong Sympathy pullin 
all ſinne, and Maynetically draw it to ir{elf: a 
true Holineſfle, is alwayes breathing up-- 
wards, and fluttering towards Heaven, 
ſtriving to emboſome ir ſelf with God: 
and it will at laſt undoubtedly be conjoyned 
with him, no diſmall ſhades of darknelle, cat 
polsibly ſtop it in irs courſe, or beatir back; 
We 'Qs duir) bow! dui $135 a5 30s 
: Nay, we do' bur -dedeive' our ſelves with 
IC). | PE 4 names; 
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names; Hell is nothing but the Orbe af 


Sinne and Wickedneſlc, or clſe that Hemil- 
phear of Darkneſſe, in which all Evil moves: 
and Heaven, 'is the oppolite Hemiſphear of 
Light; or elſe, if you pleaſe, the Bright Orbe 
of .Truch, Holineſſe, and Goodnelle: and 
medoaually in this life, inſtate our ſelyes 
inthe poſleſsion of one or other of them. 
Take Sinne and Diſobedience out of Hell, 
andic will preſently clear up, into Light, 
Tranquillicy, Serenity, and ſhine out into a 
Heayen.Every true Saint,carrieth his Heaven 
about with him, in his own heart , and Hell 
that is without him, can have no power 
oret him. He might ſafely wade through 
Hellit ſelf, and like the Three children, patle 
tirouph the midſt of that fiery Furnace, and 
yetnotar all be ſcorched witch the flames of 
t he-rmighe walk through the Yalley of the 
ſhadow of death, and yet fear noevil. Sinne, 1s 
the onely thing.in the World, that 1s contra- 


ftosGod : God is Light, and thar1s Dark- 
velle : God is Beauty, and thar is Uglineſle 
adDeformiry. All finneis direct Rebelli- 
otapainſt God, and with what Notions ſo= 


*We! may ſugar ity and ſweeten, 1t, yet 
" hay: - Lt ; God 


52 


God-can neveriſmile upon it, he will never 


make a truce -with it. God declares open 
warre agaialt finne, and bids defianceto ir: 
for it is a profeſſed enemy to Gods own Lik 
and Being. God which is infinite Goodneſle, 
cannot'but.harel1nne, which is purely Eyil 
And though finne be in it (elf, but a poore, 
impotent, and crazy thing, nothing but 
Straitneſle, Poverty, and Non-entity , ſotha 
of itſelf itis the moſt wretched and miſe 


able thing in the world, and needeth no fur. 


ther puniſhment beſides it ſelf ; yer Divine 
Vengeance, beats it of ſtill further and fur- 
ther from God, and whereſoever it 15,will be 
ſure to.{courge it, and laſh it continually, 
God and Sinne can never agree together. 

. That, I may therefore come, yet nearer to 
our lelves. 'This is the Meſſage, that 1 have now 
to declare unto you, That God is Light, and mm 
is yo darkneſſe at all: if we ſay that we have Ft 
lowſhip with him, and walke in Darkneſſe, welit, 
a1d do' not:theitruth. ( briſt, and the Goſpel are 
light.and there is no darknelle at all in chem; 
# you ſay:that you know (hriſt and his Goſpel, 
& yer keep not: (brift; Commandments, but deat- 
by hug, your piivate darling :corruptions ;3% 


are 
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'- enliart, aud the truth is not in you - you have no 
- xquaintance with the God of Light, nor 
ipel of Light. If any of you lay, that 


bk he by." ”” 


| you rw.” Chriſt, and have an intereſt in 
; & himand yet(as 1 fear,too many do)ſtill nou- 
T 8" Gaibarion, Pride, Vainglory within 
; MW jourbreſts ; harbour Malice, Revengfulneſle, 


& cruel] Hatred to your neighbours in your 
hearts; eagerly ſcramble after this worldly 
Pelfe,and make the ftrengrh of your parts 
 andendeayours ſerve that blind Mammon,the 
God of this World , If you wallow and tum- 
blein the filchy puddle of flleſhly Pleaſures, 


orityou aime onely at your ſelves in your 


£ 


yes, and make your Self the Compaſle by 
ws you ſail and Y. Starre by which 
your Courle, looking at nothing 
gher, and more noble chen your ſelves ; de- 
ve not your ſelves, you have neither feen 
yer known him , you are deeply incor- 
ted, (ifI may ſo tpeak ) with the Spirit 
o.this - IForld, and have no trac Sympathy 
with God and Chriſt, no fellovſhip at all 
withthem. And { | beſeech you ) let us con- 
ders Be there not many of us, that pretend 


mack co-Chriſt ; chat are plaioly in our Ives, 
Ant. H13 as 


(54) kk 4 
as Proud, Ambitious, Vainglorious 4; any EI 
others ? Be there not many of us, that are a; | 
much under the power of unruly Paſions. 
as Cruell, Revengefull, Malicious, Cenſori. 
ous as others ? that have our minds as deey- 
ly engaged in the World, & as much enyal. 
{alled to Riches, Gain, Profit, thoſe great ad- 
mired Deities of the ſonnes of men, and their 
ſouls as much overwhelmed,and ſunke with 
the cares of this life 2 Do not many of us, as 
' much give our ſelves to the Pleaſures of the 
fleſh, and though not. without regrets ot 
_ Conſcience, yet ever now and then lecretly 
ſoke our ſelves in them ? Be there not many 
of us that have as deep a ſhare likewile,in In- 
juſtice & Oppreſsion, in vexing the fatherleſſe 
and the Widows ? I wiſh, it may not prove. 
ſome of our Caſes,at thar laſt day,to ule ſuch 
pleas as theſe unto Chriſt in our behalte;Lord, 
I have prophecied in thy name , I have preached 
many a zealous Sermon for thee , I have kept 
many a long Faſt, I have been very active 
forthy cauſe in Church, in State ; nay, I nc- 
ver made any queſtion, but that my. name 
was written in thy book of Life, when ye 
alas; we ſhall receive no other return _ 
| | Chit, 


_ (55) 

* Cbvift, but this, know you not; Depart from me ye 
Wirkers of ſiquity.l am ſure,there be too ma - 
ny of us, that have long pretended to Chriſt, 
which make little or no progrefle in true Chri- 
ſtanity,” chat 1s, Holinelle of life : that ever 
hang hovering in a Twilight of Grace, and ne- 
yer ſeriouſly pur our ſelves forwards into 
clear Day-light, buteſteem that glimmering 


Twilight, better then broad open Day : 
whereas, 'l he Path of the juſt (as the Wiſeman 
ſpeaketh ) is as the ſhininz light, that ſhineth 
mare and more unto the perfeft day. I am ſure, 
there be many of us, that are perpetual 
Dwarfs in our ſpirituall Stature ; ike thoſe 
filly women ( that S. Paul ſpeaks of ) laden with 
ſomes, and led away with divers lufts, that are ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 
thetruth : that are not now one jor taller in 
Chriſtianity, then we were many years 
290 ; but have till as ſickly, crazy, and un- 
ound atemper of ſoul, as we had long be- 
fore. indeed we ſeemro do ſomething, we 
nallayes moving and lifting atthe ſtone 
orgZorragprion, . that lies upon our hearts, 
ur yet! we never ſtirre it notwithſtanding, 


Or 


(pafenton which we are in, and like thact : 


(56) 

er at leaſt never roll it of from us. We ar 
ſometimes a little troubled with the guile of 
our finnes, and then we think we myſt 
thruſt our luſts or of our hearts, but aſter. 
wards .we {prinkle our ſelves over, with 
I know not what Holy-water, and lo are con. 
tented to let them till abide, quietly within 
us. We do every day truly conteſle the [ame 
ſinnes, and pray againſt them, and yer ſl 
commir them as much as cver, and lie as 
deeply under the power of them. We have 
the lame Water to pump out in every pray- 
er, and ſtill we lerthe lame, leake in agzin 
upon us. We make a great deal of noile, 
and raiſe a great deal of duſt with our teet, 
but we do not move from off che ground on 
which we ſtood, we do not go forward at 
all : or if we do ſometimes make a lite 
progreſle, we quickly looſe again, the 
ground which we had gained : like thole 
upper Planets in the. Heaven, which ( as the 
p * wilds tell us ) ſometimes move for- 
wards, ' ſometimes quite backwards, and 
ſometimes pertely ſand ill; have their 
Veations and Retrogradations, as well 25 thell 
Direft Mutians. As if Rebgion were —_— 
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3 Dat Cans up and down, upon the. 
lmopicce-ot: ground and making ſeverall 
; dotion: and:Friskings on it, and not a ſo- 
beJournying, and Travelling onwards to- 
wardiome. certain-place. We Doe and Un- 

e;we do Penelopes telam texere, we weave 
ſamerimes a Web of Holineſſe, but then we 
our-luſts come, and undoe, and unravell 
al-again. Like Siſyphus in the Fable, we 
ril-up. a, mighty Stone with much ado, 
lweating and tugging up the Hill, and then 
weletitgo, and tumble down again unto 
thebottome : and this is our conſtant work. 
tkethole Danaides which the Poets ſpeak 
,Weare alwaycs filling water into a Sive, 
by.our Prayers, Duties, and Performances ; 
Which {till runs our as faſt as we poure it 
a; Whar is it that thus cheats us and gulls 
W-of our Religion ? That makes us, thus 
onſkantly to tread the ſame Ring, and 

kde of Duties, where we make no pro- 
tie atall forwards ; and the further we go, 
a8/ftill never the nearer to our journeys 
_ ad Whac is it that thus ſtarves our Reli- 
b og; and makes it look like thoſe Amen 


uh a ; Dream, lfavoured and lean Fn 
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_ (58) | 
that it hath no Colour in its face, no Bloyg 
in.its veines, no Life nor Hear aral, in; 
members ? Whar is it that doth thus be4yyy{ 
us in our Chriſtianity ? What low, ſordid 
and unworthy Principles do we a&t by, tha 
thus hinder our growth, and make us ſtand 
at a ſtay, and keep us alwayes 1n the yery 
Porch and Entrance, where we firſt began? 
Is it a fleepy , ſluggiſh Conceir, That it is 
enough for us, if we be but once in a States 
Grace, it we have but once {tepped overthe 
threſhold, we need not take lo grear paines 
to travel any further ? Or is it another dam- 
ping, choaking, ſtifling Opinion , Tha 
Chriſt hath done all for us already without 
tis, and nothing need more to be cone 
Within us ? No matter, how wicked we bein 
our (elves, for we have holineſle Without us 
no matter, how ſickly and diſcaled our ſouls 
be within, -for they have health without 

them. Why may we not as well be ſatish- 
ed, and contented, to have Happinelle with- 
out us too toall Erernity, and fo our (elves 
forever continue miſerable ? Little (hildren, 
let no man deceive you : he that doth richteouſurſſe 
is FI$hteois, even as- be is riphteons : but, be 164 
Fug committeth 
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"nteeth rrene is of the Devil. T ſhall there? 
frrexhontyoiin the wholeſome words of 
SuPerer's Gave all diligence, to adde to your faith, 
aurtue ; and to voertue, knowledge , to knowledge, 
"temperance 4 and to temperance, patience z to pati- 
ence, gadlineſſe ; and to godlineſſe, brotherly kind- 
hey end to brotherly kindueſse, charity ; For if 
dei 


s be in You, and abound, they make you ( 


; Wh that ze ſball neither be barren, nor unfruitfull. in ; 

WH the rowledge of our Lord Feſus Chrift. The t 

BB Ate fill goes: on, and I cannot leave him - q 
yet; But he that lacketh theſe things is blind, and 
comat: ſee far off, and hath forgotten that he was 'f 


wcepurged from his old ſannes. Wherefore the ra- 
Caf give Fran to make ja calling 
ou elefiion ſure : for if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall 
wher fall, Let us not onely talk and diſpute 4 
of Chrift, bur let us indeed put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Having thoſe great and precious pro- 
mes, which he hath given us, lerus ſtrive to 
de made partakers of the Divine Nature, eſcaping 
the corruption that is in the world through luſt * 
and being begotten again to alively hope of 
eoying Chriſt wid a \ let us purifie our 
j ia bo is pure. Let us really declare, that 
We kao Chriſt, that we arehis Diſciples, by 
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our keeping of his (ommandments ; and 
amongſt the reſt, that Commandment elpecially 
which our Saviour Chriſt himſelf com. 
mendeth to his Diſciples in a peculiar man, 
ner;T his is my commandment, T hat ye love one ay. 
ther ,as I have loved you:and again, Theſe thing] 
command you, that you love one another. Let us ſul 
low peace with all men,and holineſſe,without whic, 
no man ſhall ſee God. Let us put on as the Ele 
God, holy, and belyved,bowels of mercies, kindueſſ 
humbleneſse of mind, meekneſse, longſufferny, 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one auotle, 
if any man have a quarel againſt any, even 
Chriſt for 'gave us : And above all theſe things let u 
put on Charity, Which is the bond of perfethuſſe 
Let us in meekneſse, inſtrust thoſe that oppoſe them 
elves, if God jperadventure will give them repos 
tance, to the acknowledging of the truth, that thy 
may recover themſelves out of the ſnares « te 
Devil, that are taken captive by him at bis will, 
Beloved, Let us love another, for Love is of 0%, 
and whoſoever loveth is born of God and knowett 
God. O Divine Love ! the ſweet Harmony 
of ſouls ! the Muſick of Angels! The Joy d 
Gods own Heart,the very Darling of his Þo- 
ſoine!. the Sourle; of truc Happineſle ! the 
* fit. | pure 
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econciles the jarring Principles of the 


World, and makes them all chime together | 
That which melts mens Hearts into one an- 
other! ſce how S. Pay! deſcribes it, and ir 


cannot chooſe but enamour your affections __ 
towards It : Love envieth not, it is not puffed up,” 


it doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not ber 
awn, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, re- 
pyceth not in iniquity ; beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things : 
1may adde in a word, it is the beſt naturd 
thing, the beſt complexioned thing, in the 
World. Let us expreſſethis ſweet harmoni- 


ous Aﬀection, in thele jarring times : that ſo 


it it be poſsible, we may tune the World at 
laſt, into better Muſick. Eſpecially, 1n mat- 
ters of Religion, let us ſtrive with all meck- 
nefle to inſtruct and convince one another. 
Let us endeavour to promote the Goſpel of 
Peace, the Dove-like Goſpel with a Dove.like 
Spirit. This was the way by which the 
Goſpel at firſt, was propagated in the 

Fa : Chris did not Cry, Nor lift up his 


Dice in the ſtreets, a bruiſed reed he did 
ax he did not quench 


co and the Jmoking - 
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and yet he brought forth judgement int, Vihar, | 
He whiſpered the Golpel to us from Moy Ml ;c 
Sisn, in a ſtill yoice, and yet the ſound there. 
of went out quickly throughout all th, 
earth. The Goſpel at firſt came down yy. 
onthe world gently and ſotcly, like the Dey 
upon Gideons fleece, and yet it quickly loaked 
quite through it : and doubtletle this is ſtill 
the moſt effeEtuall way to promote it fur- 
ther. Sweetneſle, and Ingenuity , will more 
powerfully command mens minds , then 
Paſsion, Sowrenelle, and Seycrity : as th: 
ſoft Pillow ſooner breaks che Flint, then the 
hardeſt Marble. Let us dAntwdy oy dyjaan, 
follow truth in love : and of the two indeed, 
be contented rather, to mille of the convey- 
ing of a Speculative Truth, then to part with 
Love. When we would convince men ot 
any errour by the ſtrengrh of Truth, let us 
 withall poure the ſweer Balme of Love up- 
on their heads, Truth and Love , are two the 
moſt powerfull things in the world, and 
_ when they both go rogether , they canno! 
ealily be withſtood, The Golden Beams 
of Truth, and the Silken Cords of Love,cwl- 


fied together , will draw men on with 4 
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"ſweet violence, whether they will or no. Let 
" usfake heed we do not ſometimes call that 
' Zeal for God, and his Goſpel, which is nos - 
thing elſe, but our own tempeſtuous and 
ftormy Paſsion. True Zeal is a [weet, hea- 
yenly and gentle Flame, which maketh ns 
Ave for God , but alwayes within the 
hear of Loyc. It never calls for Fire from 
maven, to confume thoſe that differ a little 
frond us in their Apprehenſions. Ir is like 
thatkind of Lightning, ( which the Philo- 
lophers ſpeak of ) that melts the Sword 
within, but fingeth not the Scabbard : ir 
{irives ro-fave.the Soul, but hurtech nor the 
Body. True Zeal is a loving thing , and 
makes ns alwayes active to Edification, and 
not to 'DeſtruFion, If we keep the Fire of 
Zeal wit in the Chimney , in 1ts own pro- 

per'plac , it never doth any hurt; it onely 

warmeth, quickencth, and calivencth us : 

butif once we let it break out, and catch 

hold of the Thatch of our Fleſh, and Kkin- 


Oo 


devurcorrupt Nature, and (et the Houle of 
our Body on fire, it is no longer Zeal, it 1s 
 wheavcnly Fire, it. is a moſt deſtructive and 
varing thing. True Zeal is an ys lane 


bens 
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bens, a loft and gentle Flame, that will 14. MW 
{corch ones hand, ir is no predatory or yorz. 
cious thing : but Carnall and fleſhly Zeal i; 
like the Spirit of Gunpowder ſer on fire, tha 
tears and blows up all that ſtands before it, 
True Zeal 'is like the Yitall beat in us, 
that we live upon, which we never feel to 
be angry or troubleſome ; bur though it | 
gn teed upon the Radicall Oy! within us, 
at {weet Balſame of our Naturall Moiſture; 
yet it lives lovingly with it, and maintains 
that by which it 15 fed: but that other furious 
& diftempered Zeal, is nothing bur a Feavy 
in the Soul. To conclude, we may learn 
what kind of Zeal it is, that we ſhould 
make uſe of in promoting the Goſpel, by 
an Emblem of Gods own, given us in the 
Scripture, thoſe Fiery Tongues that upon the 
Day ot Pentecoſt, fate upon the Apoſtles, 
which ſure were harmleſſe Flames, for we 
Cannot reade that they did any hurr, or that 
they did ſo much as ſinge an haire of their 
heads, I will therefore ſhut -up this, with | 
that of the Apoſtle : Let us' keep the unity 9 the | 
Spirit in the bond of 'peace. Let this lo rand 
IketiKnot of Love, tie our Hearts together; 
| chough 
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Hough our Heads and Apprehenſions can- 
'notmeet, as indeed they never will, but al- 
ayes Rand-at ſome diſtance off from one 
another. -Qur Zeal if it be heavenly, it ir be 
rue Veſtall Fire kindled from. above, ic will 
notdelight to tarry here below, burning up 
Straw. and Stubble, and ſuch combuſtible 
things, and ſending up nothing bur groſle 
earthy fumes to heaven ; bur it will riſe up, 
2nd return back, pure as it came down, and 
mill be ever ſtriving co carry up mens hearts 
toGod along with ir. It will be onely oc- 
_ about the promoting of thoſe things, 
W ich are unqueitionably good ; and when 
tmoves.inthe iraſcible way, ic will quarrel 
with -nothing but /imme. Here let our zeal 
bulic and exerciſe ir ſelf, every one of us 
beginning firſt ar our own hearts. Let us 
delmore .Zcalous then ever we have yet 
been, in fighting againſt our luſts, in pulling 
down tholc ſtrong holds of Sinne and Satan 11 | 
our hearts. Here let us exerciſe all our Cou- 
mg and Reſolution, our Manhood and 
Magnanimitie. Let us truſt in the Almighty 


 Arme of our God, and doubt not, bur he 


will as well deliver us, trom the Power of 
el Ki Sinne 
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Sinne in our hearts, as preſerve us from the M 
wrath to come. Letus go our agiialt cheſe yy, 
circumciſed PhiliStmes, I mean our Luſt, ng 
with Shield or Spear, not in any conhidence of 
our own ſtrength, but in the name of the 
Lord of Hoiſts, and we ſhall prevail : we ſhall 
overcome our Luſts, for greater is he that is in 
us, then he that is m them. The Fternall Gadi 
our refuze, and underneath are the everlaſting 
arms : He ſhall thruſt out theſe enenues from be: 
fore us, and he ſhall ſay, Detroy them. We ſhall 
enter the tyue (anaan, the good Land of Pro 
mile, that floweth with milk and honey, the Land 
| of Truth and Holineſſe. Wherefore take wit 
you the Whole armour of God, that you may be abl 
to withſtand : let your loines be girt about With 
truth ; have on the breſtplate of righteouſmeſſe; 
and let your. feet be ſhod with the preparation of 
the Goſpel' of peace. Above all take the ſhield of 
fruth, whereby- you ſhall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the Wicked, and take the helmet of 
ſalvation, and'the ſword of the |pirit, which is the 
Word of God. And laſtly, be fure of this, That 
ye. be ſtrong onely im-the Lord, and in the power of 
[2s nught. Therobe- ſome that diſhearten us 
Rave {pivicualb warfare, and would make 
Wie _ 
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© I nk our veapons fall our of our hands, 
« & 6y-working' in us a deſpair of Victory. 
There be. forme evil Spies, that Weaken the 
hands'and che hearts of the children of 1/ 
1:and bring an 11! report upon thar land 
tha we are vo conquer, telling of nothing 
but ſtrange Gyants, the Jounes of Anak there, 
that we {hall never be able to overcome. 
The Amalekites, (lay they ) dwell im the South, 
the ttites, Febuſites, 4morites m the Mountamns, 
ll! WW an{ the Canamites by the Sea-coaſt : huge armies 
oftall invincible Luſts : we ſhall never be able 
to yd againſt this people, we {hall never be able 
wprevail againit our Corruptions. Hearken | 
ti wato them ( I beſeech you ) but hear 
what {Caleb and Foſhuah lay ; Let us go up at 
once; and poſſeſſe it, for we are able to overcome 
them : ror by our E-rk ſtrength, but by the 
et of the Loyd of Hoſts. There are In- | 
d Sores of Anak there, there are mighty 
Gyaitlike Luſts, that we are to graple with ; 
taythereare, Principalities, and Powers t00, | 
that'we are to oppole : bur the greac Michael, 
the Captain of the Lords Hoſt is with us ; he 
wymands in chief for us, and we need 
kit be diſmayed. WHnderftand therefore this day, 
Its} © " a. 2 That 
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That the Loyd thy God is he, which 20eth Jef 

thee, as a conſuming fire, be ſhall deſtroy theſe 
enemies, and bring them down before thy face, If 
thou wilt be faichfull ro him, and put thy 
truſt in him. as the fire conſumeth the ſtubble 
and as the flame burneth up the chaff, lo will 
deſtroy thy Luits in thee : their root ſhall b; 
rottenneſse, and their bloſsome ſhall 92 1p as duſt 
Bur let us take heed that we be not dilcours- 


 , ged, and before we begin to fight, deſpair of 


Victorie : but to believe and hope well in 
the power of our God and his ſtrengrh, wil 
be halt a Conqueſt. Let us nor think, Ho- 
lineſle in the hearts ot men here in the 
World, is a forlorn, forlaken, and outcalt 
thing from God ; that he hath no regardof, 
Holineſſe where-ever it is, though never ſo 
{mall, if icbe but hearty and lincere, it can 
no more be cut off, and dilcontinued from 
God ; then a Sun-beam here upon Earth 

can be broken off, from its encercourſe with | 
the Swn, and be left alone amudlt the mire 
and dirt of this World. The Sun may 3s 
well diſcard its own Rayes, and bamſh 
them from it ſelt, into ſome Region of 


darkneſle, far remote from it, where a 
v | | pt 
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ſhall have no dependence atall upon it, as 
God can forlake and abandon Holineſle in 


the World, and leave it a poore Orphane 
thing, that ſhall have no influence ar all 
from him to preſerve and keep ir. Holineſſe 
Something of God, where-ever it is, it is 
an Efflux trom him, that alwayes hangs 
upon him, and lives in him : as the Sw 
beans though they guild this lower World, 
and (pread their golden wings over us; yet 


they are not ſo much here, where they ſhine, 


as in the Sun, from whence they flow, God 
cannot draw a Curtain berwixt himleltand 


Holinefſe, which is nothing, but the Splen- 


dor and Shining of himlelt : He cannot 
hide his face from it, he cannot delert it, in 
the World. He that is once born of God, 


ſhall overcome the World, and the Prince of this 
World too, by the Power of God in him- 


Holineſſe is no ſolicary neglected thing ; 1t 


bath ſtroager Contederacies, greater Alli 
ances then Sinne and Wickedneſle. It is in 


league with God, and the whole Univerſe; 
the whole Creation ſmiles upon 1t : there 18 


ſomething of God in it, and therefore f: 


muſt needs be, a victorious and criumphant 
| K 2 thing. 


. Od) | 
thing. Wickednefle is a weak, cowardly” 
and guilty thing, a fearfull and rrembling 

* Shadow. Itis the Child of Ignorance 14 
 Darkneſle, it is afraid of Light, and canng 
polsibly withſtand the power of it, nor eq. 
dure the {ight of its glittering Armour, It ig 
allianced ro none, but wretched lorlom 
and apoſtate Spirits, that do whar they can, 

to {ſupport their own weak and Ottering 
Kingdome of Darknefſe : but arc onely 
ſtrong, in Weakneſle and Impotency. The 
whole Politie and Commonwealth of De- 
vils, is not ſo powertull, as one Chuld of Light 
_ one Babe in ( brift : they are not all ableto 
quench the leaſt ſmoking flax, to exſtinguilh 
one ſpark of Grace. Darkneſle is not ableto 
make reſiſtance againſt Light, bur ever as i 
comes, flies before it. Bur if wickednelle, 
vice the Society - of Devils to it, ( as we 
kearn by the ſad experience of thele preſent 
times, in many examples of thole that were 
poſleſfed with Malice, Revengfulneſle, and 
Luft ) fo that thoſe curfed Fiends do molt 
readily apply themſelves to it, and offer 
their ſervice to feed it and encourzge 1t ; 
becauſe it is- their "own Life and Narure, 
"F2-. | chelſ 
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!, I cheirown kemdone of Darkneſſe, which they. 
firive co- calarge, and to fpread the Do- 
d WW minions of :thall we then think that Holi» 
o: f neſle, which is ſo nearly allied unto God, 
n- WF hath no good Genius atall in the World, to 
attend upon it, to help it and encourage it ? 
Shall not the Aimgdome of Light, be as true 
to-its own Intereſt, and as vigilant for the 
enlarging of ic ſelf, as the Aurgdome of Dark- | 
neſs 2 Holinefle is never alone in the World, 
bur God is alwayes with it, and his loving 
Sw1, doth ever affociate, and joyn it elf to 
t. He that ſent it into the World, is with 
ir, as Chriſt ſpeaketh- of himſelf, the Father | 
bath-not left me alone, becauſe I do alwayes thoſe 
things that pleaſe him. Holineſſe is the Life of 
God, which he cannot but feed and main- 
fin whereſoever it is , and as the Devils are 
| alwayes active to encourage evil, ſo we can- 
not imagine, bur that the heavenly Hoſt of 


bleſſed Angels above, are as buſily employ- 
ed; in che promoting of that which they love 


deft, thar which is deareſt to God whom 
they ſerve, the Life and Nature of God. There 
is joy m heaven at the converſion of one ferner, 
| takes notice. of it.; there 1$ a ſlave 
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| (72) W 
of Angels that ſweetly ſings the Fpithalnim, Wh 
of a Soul divorced from Sinne and Sx 
and eſpouſed unto Chriſt. What thereforethe 
Wiſeman ſpeaks concerning W:ſdone, I ſhall 
apply to Holineſſe: Take fait hold of Eolimeſſe 
her not go, keep ber for ſhe is thy Life : Keepthy 
heart with all diligence for out of it are the iſſues of 
Life,8 of Death too. Let noching be cſteem- 
ed, of greater conſequence and concernment 
-to thee, then what thou doelt and aftch, 
how thou liveſt. Nothing without us can 
make us either happy,or miſerable , nothing 
can either defile us, or hurt us, but what greth 
out from us, what Springeth and Bubbleth 
up, out of our own hearts. We have dread- 
- full apprehenſions, of the Flames of Hel 
without us , we tremble and are afraid, 
when we hear of Fire and Brimſtone, whilk 
in the meantime, we ſecurely nouriſh with: 
In our own hearts, a true and living Hell 
Et caco carpimur 1gnt : 
the dark fire of our Luſt con{umeth our 
bowels within, and miſerably ({corcheth out 
ſouls, and we are not troubled at ir, We do 
not perceive, how. Hell ſtcales upon Us, 
rhileſt we. live: here.. And as tor Heaven, 
Rog . we 


Mo coll 


Wwe qnely\ gaze abroad, expecting that ic 
ſhould come in to us from without, bue 


ie WY aever look for the beginnings of it to ariſe 

" wichuo, 16 aur own hearts. ; 
7 $78 | 
hy . But left there ſhould yet happely remain ( 
/ I © prejudice againlt that, which I haveall } 
i. MW ts while heartily commended to you ; j 
i BW Ine Halneſse, and the Keeping of Chrifts com- if 
} ut ; as if it were 2 Legall and Servile | 


mandimne 
og, that would fubje& us to a State of 
Bondage, I muft here needs adde a Word or 
two, either for the Prevention or Removall 
otit. } do not therefore mean, by Fiblineſse, 
. i fic mere performance of ourward Ducies of 
| & Kcligian, coldly acted over as atask, not our 
habuyall Prayings, Hearings, Faſtings, mul- 
« pas one upon another ( though thele be 
Lgeod, as ſublervientto an higher end ) 
but] mean an inward Soul and Principle of 
Divine Life, that ſpiriteth all chele ; chat en- 
liy eth.and quickenerh, the dead carkalle, 
k all- our outward Performances whatſo- 
erer,, [ do not here urge, the deid Law of out- 
xd Works, which indeed if it be alone, 
ies. us. to a State of Bondage ; buc the 


inward 


1 4 3 ll 
inward Law of the Golpel, the Lyy f t& W4 
Spirit of Life, then wich nothing can be i 
more. free and ingenuous : for it doth ng 
act us by Principles wichout us, bur is an in. 
- ward S.lf-moymg Principle, living in our 
Hearts. | do not urge the Law written ups 
on Tables of ſtone wichout us ( though there 
is ſtill a go04 ule of that roo ) bur the Lay 
ot Holineſſe written within, upon the Fleſh- 
ly Tables of our hearts. The firſt, choughit 
work us into ſome outward Conformity to 
Gods Commandments, and ſo hath a good 
eff.&t upon the World yer we are all this 
while, but like dead Inſtruments of Mulick, 
that ſound [weetly and harmonioul]y, when 
they are onely ſtruck, and playcd-upon from 
without, by the Muſicians Hand, who hath 
the Theory and Law of Mulick, living with: 
in himſelf. But the Second, the living Law 
of the Goſpel, the Law of the Spirit of Lit 
within us, 1s as if the Soul of Muſick, ſhould 
incorporate it ſelf with the Inſtrument, and 
hve in the Strings, and make them of theit 
own accord, wichour any touch, or impullc 
trom without, daunce up and down, and 
watbkc out their Harmonies, They __ 
ace 
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"Medronely by an outward Law, are but 
 kkeNeurolpatts,y or chole lictle Puppers that 
ahipynimbly.up and down, and ieem to be 
wi quick -and ſprightly motion, where- 
they are all the while moved artificially 
by-certain Wiers and Strings from withour, 
and not by any Principle of Motion, from 
themſelves within : or elſe, like Clocks and 
Watches ,. that. go pretty regularly for a 
while, bur. are moved by Weights and 
Plummers, or-lome other Arcificiall Springs, 
that mult be ever now and then wound 
up;orelſe they ceaſe. Bur they that are acted 
by:the new Law of the Goſpel, by the Law of the 
Sprigchey have an inward principle of lite 
iothem that from the Centre of it-ſelf, puts 
forch' ic [elf freely and conſtantly into all 
obedience to the will of Chriſt. This New 
Law of the Goſpel, it is a kind of Muſicall Soul, 
informing the dead Organ of our Hearts, 
that makes them of their own accord de- 
light to a&t harmonioully according to che 
Rule of Gods word. The Law that I 
[peak of itis a Law of Love,which 1s the moſt 
powerfull Law in the World ; and yet it 
ceth us in a manner from all Law without 

| | R2 us, 


(76) 
vs, becauſe it maketh us become a Liv wh 
our ſelves. 1 he more it prevaileth in us. the 
more it eateth up and devoureth, all other 
Laws withour us; juſt as Aarons Livins Rod 
did \wallow up thole Rods of the Magici. 
ans, that were made onely to counterteit 
little Like : 

Qs Legem det amantibus ? 

Major lex Amor et ſibt. 

_ Love Batonce a Freedome trom all Law 
2 Stare of pureſt Liberty, and yet a Law too, 
of the molt conftraming and indiſpenſable 
NeeelSity. Ihe worft Law in the World, i 
the Law' of Sinne, Which is in our members, 
which keeps'us/ in @condition of molt ab- 
folute Slavery, when we are wholly undet 
the Tyrannicall commands of our luſts: 
this is 4 cruell Pharaoh indeed, thar lets bi 
hard cask-maſters over us, and maketh us 
wretehedly dradpe in Mire and _lay, Ihe 
Emp of the Letter wwthout us, ſets us in 2 con 
dition ofa liele- more” Liberty, by reftran- 
mg of us. from many gurward Acts of 
Sine ; but yer ir doth nor diſenchrall vs, 
fromthe pawer of finne/in our hearts. But 
. the Elan of the Spirit of life, the Goſpel-Law of 


Love, 
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fave, it puts .us intoa condition of teſt 


e and perfect Liberty ; and whoſoever 


rally enterraines this Law, he hath thruit one 


gar quite, he hath caſt vut the Bondivomian 


and ber (hildren , from henceforth, Sarah the 
Free woman, {hall live forever with him, and 


ſhe ſhall be ro him, a Mother of tmaby chil. 
dren; her ſeed ſhall be as the ſand of the ſea- 


ſhoar for number, and as the ſtarres of heave. 


Here 1s Evangelicall libercy, here is Goſþel- 
froedome; when the Law of rhe Spiyle of life # 
(Miſt Fofus; hath madt as free; from the L416 bf 


June wid death : when we have a libetty from 


tmne;; and not a liberty to firine : for out 
dear Lord. and Maſter hath told as; that 


. Whoſhever committeth ſinne; ht is the ſervant of 


i, He cliat lies undet the powef, atid vaſlal- 
liggof! kis- baſe luffs, and: yet tx)ks of Go: 
bareedome ; he is but like 4 poore eon- 
ned Priſoner; that in his fkep dreams 
ef dcinp fer ar liberty, ard of walking p 
ard dow -whereſoever he pleaſe ; whil 

Ins Legs are all tke white lock*t faft iti fee- 
tevanad brons. To pleaſe our (elves with 
£Norion of Golpel.libetty, whileſt we have 
w1eeaCofpebprinciple of Holineflo. wirhitt 
KN L 3 us, 


——_ 


us, t9 free us from the power of ſine, ir j; 
nothing elle, . but to gild over our Bonds 
and Fercers,and to phancy our leves tobe in 

| a Golden Cage. There is a Straitneſſe, $lz. 
very, and Narrownelle in all Sinne: Sinne 
crowds and crumples up our louls, which 
if they were freely Ipread abroad, would b: 
as wide, and as large as the whole Univerſe. 
No mans truly free, but he that hath hi 
will enlarged to the extent of Gods own 
will, by loving whatlocver God loves, and 
nothing'elſe. Such a one, doth nor fondly 
hug this and that particular created good 
thing, and enyzflal. himſclt unto ir, bur he 
loveth every thing that is lovely, beginning 
at God, and deſcending. down to all his 
Creatures, according to the ſeverall degrees 
of perfetion in them. He injoyes a bound- 
leſfle Liberty, and a boundletſe Sweetnelle, 
according to his boundleſle Love. He 1n- 
claſpeth the. whole World within his out- 
ſtretched arms, his Soul is as wide as the 
' Whole Univerſe, as big as yefterday, to 49), 
and forever. Whoſoeyer is once acquainted 
wich this Diſpoſition of Spirit, he never de- 
_ kev: any thing elſe : and he loves the Life 
{ [= , 
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; > : & a \ d keep bis commandments, his command- 
* waus will not be grievous tous: His yoke will 
 eeafie, and bis burden light : ic will not pur us 
into-aState of Bogdage, bur of perfect Li- 

ty: For it is moſt true of Evangelicall 
Obedience, what the wiſe man ſpeaketh of 
Wildome ; Her Wayes, are wayes of pleaſant- 
e, and Jall her paths are peace , She is a tree of 

fe to thoſe that lay hold upon her, and happy are 
they that retain her. 


| 
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Twill now ſhut up all with one ortwo 
(mfiderations to perſwade you further, to 
the ke wp of Chriſts Commandments. 

-Fuſt, from the defire which we all have 
of Knowledge . If we would indeed know 
Diyine Truths, the onely way to come to 
this, is. b keeping of ( briits (' OMManamentse 
The Groſſcneſſe of our apprehenſions 1n 
Spirituall things, and our many miſtakes, that 
We-have about them, proceed from no- 
Ing,. but thoſe dull and foggy Stemes, 
WAICh riſe up from our foul hearts ahd be- 
wud our Underſtandings. It we did but 
Bin heartily 


In hit ſelf, dearer then his own Life-: 
wnctude this therefore , If we love 


_ : - 
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heartily comply with Chriſts commang, 
Wents, and purge our hearts, from all orolſe 
and ſenſual afreftions, we ſhould nouchey Wi 
look abous for Truth wholly without ou Ws 
ſelves, and enſlave our ſelves tothe Ditus M 
of this and.char Teacher, and hang upon the {W# 
Lips of Mey. ; but we fhould find the Urex 
Exerpall God, wwardly teaching our ſouls, 
and continually inſtructing us more and. 
mate, inthe myſteries of his will ::and ont "8 | 
06s bellies ſhoufd: flow. rivers. of living waters. 
Nothing puts a itop and. hinderance to the 
paſſage of Trath in the World, but the Car. * 
nality.of ous hearts, the Corruption of our | 
lives- 'Tis not wrangling Diſputes and 
Syllogiſticall Reaſonings, hatare che migh 
ty. Pillars, that: yunderxprop Truth in the 
World! ; fi we wauld buc underſet it with 
the Hglinefſe, of our Hearts and Lives, it 
ſhould nover. fail, Truth is a prevailing and 
conqueringthing, and would quickly over- | 
come the: World, did: nos the Exrthinelle of 
aur: Diſpolitions, and the Darkneſle of our 
alle hears: bindenit.. Our Saviour Chriſt, 
bids ithe Bland mey,. walda off the Clay. chat 
Waupon his eyes, jathe: Pool of Silawn, and 


then 
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Seaneihould {ce clearly; intimaring this co 
ww; thatic.is che Earthincllc of mens \ﬀeRi- 
0 5, Nat darkens the Eye of their underſtan-. 


; F< ;Þ; 


dings 3n Spiricuall things. Truth is alwayes 
8,04 near at hand, if our cycs were nor 
cdoled.up with Mud, that we could but open 
them, to look upon't. Truth, alwaycs waits: 
upon our. ſouls, and offers it ſelf freely to us, 
he Sun offers its beams, to every Eye, thar 
Lhe open, and let them ſhine in upon it. 
we could but purge. our Hearts, from that 
th, and defilement, which hangeth- abouc 
bem? there- would be no doubt. ar all of 
Har prevailing in the World. For, Trath 
great, and ftronger then all things ; all the Earth 
Wethapon Truth, and the heaven -bleſſeth it, all 
Sirks [pake and tremble at it.'T he Truth endureth, 
b.... 15; Mwozes ſtrong, it liveth and conquereth for 
Aurwore.- She is the Strength, Kingdome, Power 
4 ith of all ages. Bleſſed Be the God of. 
es IC ; : 
YL iaitiiof all, if. we defire a true Reformation, 
=we-frem-ro do, Ler us begin here in refor- 
Ming our bearts and lives ; in keeping of (hriſts 
 Commandmengs., , All; outward Formes . and. 


Models of Reformation, though they be 
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-never'{o-good iin'their kind ; yetthey- are of 
littte worrh ro us, withourt this inward Refir 

mation of ' the heart: Tinne, or Lead, or an 
other baler Meral, if it be caſt into neyer & 
gooda Mold and made up into never ſo 
T7 a Figure : x yet it 1s Hurt. Tin, or L al 
{ivil;/ic ig the (ame Mecal, that it was befor 
And: if -we'be Molded into never ſo Food 
a Porm of outward Government, unleſſe y 
aew mold | our « Hearts within too ; we ah 
bur a licle better, theri we were before, If 
adukcerare Silver, chat hath much Allay or 


Droffc:in :it{have never ſo/ curreht a Stamy 
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up8nir, yetit will nor paſſe notwithſtans 
Nin bs Touch-fibne erieth it. We 
my be reformed Þithm, with a Spirit of Fire 
anda Spirit of Bayning, eo purge us trom the 
Drolfe, and: Corruption of our hears , and 
refavit us'as"'Gold and Silver ; and then we 
ſhall be refMied truly, and not before. When 
this once comes to paſſe, then ſhall Chriſt be 
F. wo hie/Throxe indeed, then the Glong 
the. | d' ſhall ovegflew the Land ; then we 
| be\xPopple: | ep ble. unto him, and 4s 
- Anace $69; whithithe dearly loved. 
FI Yod? ano? noir s:. 
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Reered by the (ommons afſem- 
bled in Parliament : That 
ildmay , do from this 
thanks unto M" Cud- 


eached on this day at 
cftminſter, before 'the 
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SERenck Flumiliation ) and that he do 
X wean to print his Sermon. Wherein 
e the like Priviledge in prin- 
wf, 4s others in like kind uſu- 


H: Elſynge, 
Cler, Part, D, (om 
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the great paines he took, in - 


''T F Commons ( it being 4 day of 
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